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Vernon Burton, a professor at Clemson

Thomas E. Reynolds, an attorney with

honored in January when he was among

internationally, was founded as the Durham

University and an award-winning writer and

Haskell Slaughter Young & Rediker, LLC, in

150 World War II veterans to receive a

Boys Choir in 1972 when Bill was organist

historian, has been elected to the Society

Birmingham, Ala., was included in the 2012

Legion of Honor award from the nation of

and director of music at First Presbyterian

of American Historians in recognition of

“Alabama Super Lawyers” listing published

France. He flew as a navigator on 53 com-

Church. It was designated the North

the literary and scholarly distinction of his

in Alabama Super Lawyers magazine and

bat missions in the European theatre. The

Carolina Boys Choir in 1983.

historical writing. Vernon is director of the

in a special supplement to the May issue

Clemson Cyberinstitute and professor of

of Business Alabama.

award, established by Napoleon, recognizes
“services rendered to France by persons of
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great merit.”

Maurice Cherry, Carey Shepard

79

Crantford Endowed Professor of Modern

73

Languages and Literatures at Furman,

John O. Allen has been appointed senior

editor of Clemson World magazine,

Mitch Carnell was named the 2011-12

received the 2012 Founders Award from

trust officer in the trust and wealth manage-

published by Clemson University.

Professor of the Year at Webster University’s

the Southern Conference on Language

ment group of First National Bank in Shelby,

graduation in Charleston, S.C.

Teaching for his leadership with the group

N.C. John is a certified trust financial advisor
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and his role as editor of “Dimension,”

and holder of an accredited investment

Sharon Crawley Bramlett, an attorney
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Nancy McAlpin Spitler is now the
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and Philip Landis, April 22. They live in

the annual volume of the conference’s

fiduciary designation.

in the Columbia, S.C., office of the McNair

Kokomo, Ind.

proceedings. Earlier this year he received

Frances Smith Ligler was elected to

Law Firm, has been appointed to a two-year

the Lifetime Achievement Award from the

the 2012 class of the American Institute

term as president of the Palmetto Center for

South Carolina Foreign Language Teachers

for Medical Biological Engineering’s College

Women. The Palmetto Center, a division of

Brown Bradley was recently invited to

Association. Maurice has taught at Furman

of Fellows. The College of Fellows is

the YMCA of Columbia, supports, develops

sing the Bach-Gounod “Ave Maria” at the
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comprised of the top two percent of medi-

and champions issues that affect women.

Richard Giannini retired in January

cal and biological engineers in the country.

Joseph Martin conducted a program of
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history and computer science.

WHEN FURMAN’S VOLUNTEER COUNCILS,

Sanders; the late Waco Childers ’47 and his wife,

Six new members join the Alumni Association

San Marco Basilica in Venice, Italy. Brown

trustees and other supporters came together for

the late Elaine Duffy Childers ’43; and the Battelle

Board of Directors this fall. They are:

had a 25-year career in New York City

after 13 years as director of athletics at

Fran is the Navy’s senior scientist for biosen-

his compositions May 28 at Avery Fisher Hall

what was billed as the university’s first “Leadership

Memorial Institute, a science and technology

as a tenor soloist with major symphony

the University of Southern Mississippi in

sors and biomaterials and is a member and

in New York City’s Lincoln Center. The

Summit” April 21–23, it provided an opportunity for

development company.

orchestras and opera companies, among

Hattiesburg. Under his leadership Southern

past chair of the Bioengineering Section

program, which included the world

them the New York City Opera, Washington

Miss captured 13 Conference USA cham-

of the National Academy of Engineering.

premiere of “A Festive Call to Freedom,”

Opera and Hong Kong Opera. He also

pionships. In addition, he spearheaded a

She serves on the organizing committee

featured Distinguished Concerts Orchestra

appeared in eight Broadway productions.

complete makeover of the school’s athletics

for the World Biosensors Congress and

International and a choir of more than

He now lives in Myrtle Beach, S.C., where

facilities and founded two athletics fund-

the permanent steering committee for

300 voices. Joe lives in Austin, Texas, and is

he is director of music and fine arts at

raising programs. The school named a suite

Europt(r)odes, the European Conference

director of sacred publications at Shawnee
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at M.M. Roberts Stadium in his honor.
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Press. He has more than 1,500 pieces
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Betsy Stricklin of Columbia, S.C., has

in print, and more than 20 million copies

66

been promoted to assistant general counsel

of his music have been sold worldwide.

Harry Eskew of Macon, Ga., was one of

Ken Lister retired April 15 as minister of

with Computer Sciences Corporation,

David A. Merline, Jr., a shareholder in

150 members of the Sons of Jubal, a male

music at First Baptist Church of Greenwood,

where she has worked for 17 years.

the Greenville firm of Merline & Meacham,

chorus and orchestra, that performed in

S.C. He spent 40 years in full-time music

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

ministry.

those involved to share and exchange their ideas and
thoughts about the school’s past, present and future.
The summit also offered folks the chance to explore

At the ceremony, Dan Sanders talked about his
family’s ties to Furman. He spoke of receiving a letter
while he and Emilyn were living in Hong Kong inviting

Marilyn Mayfield Blackwell ’65 of Greenville,
formerly a corporate sales representative for Allied
Payroll Service.
William M. Burtless ’84 of Greenville, Eastern
regional sales manager for Berry Plastics.
Mamie Susan (Susie) Caffey ’81, visual arts special-

new and different areas of interest on campus and off,

them to co-chair the Furman Parents Council. He

with such activities as hikes along the Swamp Rabbit

described how their love of Furman, which began

ist at Vestavia Hills (Ala.) Elementary Central School.

Trail (a walking, biking and running trail that stretches

with the educational experiences of their children,

Gregory W. Haselden ’94, vice president for

from Travelers Rest to downtown Greenville), sessions

Daniel ‘86 and John ’88, inspired them to return

finance and operations at Erskine College in Due

with Furman professors, cooking demonstrations,

regularly to Greenville from the Far East.

West, S.C.

a presentation in the Furman planetarium, and
a golf tournament.

Dan and Emilyn Sanders have continued to support
the university in a host of ways, from their service on the

Everything culminated in a festive “Night of the

board of trustees to their recent efforts to help secure

Stars” event (above) at Greenville’s Westin Poinsett

a major grant from the Milliken Foundation. They look

Hotel, where more than 500 people — key volunteers

forward to strengthening the Sanders-Furman connec-

and donors of more than $1,000 annually — joined

tion this fall when their grandson, Daniel III, enrolls.

Kenneth A. Sargent ’62, professor emeritus
of earth and environmental sciences at Furman.
T. David Tribble ’76, president of Bethesda
Academy in Savannah, Ga.

during its Spring Arts Festival in April. The

P.A., is included in the The Best Lawyers in

77

America® 2012 edition in the areas of cor-

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

porate law, employee benefits, mergers and

President Obama has nominated Deborah

acquisitions, tax law, and trusts and estates.

group also performed in Beijing, China.
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Malac as ambassador to the Republic of

Leslie Branch Raymer is interim minister

Frank Blackwell ’90, Mary Lou Walch Cagle ’69,
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Harold Warlick recently retired as dean
of the chapel and professor of religion and

Liberia. Deborah, a career member of the

of administration and children’s programs at

Paul Goebel ’63, and Connie Gartrell Williams ’74.

Bill Graham celebrated 40 years as

philosophy at High Point (N.C.) University,

Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor,

Sandy Springs Christian Church in Atlanta.

musical director of the North Carolina Boys

where he had worked since 1989. He

most recently served as director of the state

crowd that research at Battelle led to the development

Choir and Chamber Choir and the North

continues as summer resident minister of

department’s Office of East African Affairs.

who have contributed $1 million or more to Furman.

of the compact disc . . . which is read by a laser . . .

The author, a 2009 graduate, is Web communications

Carolina Girls Choir in a concert at the

Blowing Rock (N.C.) Methodist Church.

She has also been deputy chief of mission

This year, Benefactors Circle welcomed current trustee

which Townes developed, reminding all in attendance

coordinator at Furman.

Duke University Chapel in Durham June 11.

Dan Sanders and his wife, trustee emerita Emilyn

that Furman’s connections are everywhere.

university administrators, faculty and staff for a gala
evening of fine dining and entertainment.
Another highlight of the weekend was the induction
ceremony for Benefactors Circle, which honors those
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Trustee Carl Kohrt ’65, former president and
CEO of Battelle, also spoke. In a nod to Nobel Laureate

The board also bids a fond goodbye — and thank
you — to outgoing members Lynn Neely Bailey ’78,

and trustee emeritus Charles Townes ’35, Korht told the

— KATE HOFLER

at the U.S. Embassy in Addis Ababa.
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2012–13 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann
Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president; N. Staten
Bitting, Jr. ’75; Marilyn Mayfield Blackwell ’65; Sidney R. Bland ’59; Tracy Hulsey

Patrick Hynes of Clemmons, N.C., is vice

93

Robbie Cole is the new football coach

BIRTHS: Will and Melissa Branchetti

Russ and Rebecca Chambliss, a daughter,

02

president for the Mid-Atlantic region with

Jennifer Wagner Gossett recently

at Berea High School in Greenville. He was

Atkin, a son, Michael “Mickey” Alaric,

Charlotte Ann, March 10, Birmingham, Ala.
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KBS Capital Markets Group. Patrick joined

became board certified in music therapy

previously offensive coordinator at Green-

March 21. They live in Plainfield, N.J. Melissa

Daniel and Chappell Hughes, a daugh-

Joshua Patterson (M.A. ’06) has been

KBS from Sun Life Financial Distributors

after completing a three-year program

ville High.

works for W.W. Norton & Co., where her

ter, Sarah Chappell Hughes, February 9,

named principal of Oakland Elementary

in Boston, where he was regional vice

at Charleston Southern University. She

BIRTHS: Marc ’94 and Allison Rinker

responsibilities have included work on the

Greenville.

School in Spartanburg (S.C.) School District

president.

received the 2012 Southeastern Region

St. John, a son, Daniel Evan, June 7, Chevy

publication of America, A Narrative History,

Bradley and Martha Davis King,

2. He was assistant principal at Boiling

Intern Award for the American Music

Chase, Md.

co-authored by David Shi ’73, former

a daughter, Ruby Lou, August 21, 2011.

Springs (S.C.) Intermediate School.

Therapy Association and has partnered

Daniel and Cari Williams ’97 Hicks,

president of Furman.

After graduating from the University of

Andy Pascual has been commissioned

Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; William M. Burtless ’84; O. Vernon Burton ’69;
Mamie Susan Caffey ’81; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Charles D.
Hardy ’89; Gregory W. Haselden ’94; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible

90
Greg Michell has been named a partner

with the Charleston Autism Academy

a son, Ezra McCall, April 26. They live in

Evan and Paige Thurmond Bass,

North Carolina in 2011 with a Doctor

a first lieutenant in the Georgia Army

Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall

in the law firm of Stanley, Esrey & Buckley,

to begin a music therapy program.

Greenville.

a daughter, Merritt Josephine, October 10,

of Medicine degree and a master’s degree

National Guard, Judge Advocate General’s

’77; James N. Martin ’79; Herman A. Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97;

LLP, in Atlanta.

BIRTH: John and Lisa Johnson,

in public health, Bradley began a residency

Corps. He remains an assistant district

Matthew A. Miller ’99; William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott

BIRTH: Brince and Holly Wilford,

a daughter, Emma Louise, March 19,

97

Charlotte, N.C.
Chad and Laura Rigdon Johnson,

in internal medicine at the school. He

attorney in DeKalb County, where he

W. Raeber ’92; Kenneth A. Sargent ’62; Gordon D. Seay ’61; E. Leon Smith ’61;

a daughter, Sloane Elizabeth, October 20,

Honolulu, Hawaii.
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a son, Luke Alexander, April 16, Suwanee,

was scheduled to transition to a residency

has been promoted to the Crimes Against

George O. Short ’54; T. David Tribble ’76.

Nashville, Tenn.

BIRTH: Todd ’98 and Karen Oberg

Ga.

in ophthalmology in July.

Children Unit.

Peter and Shana Byers King, twins,

Ann Shoemaker earned her Doctor

94

Yochim, a son, Troy Anthony, August 29,

Sarah Watkins Satterfield of Ocala,

2011. Karen practices law with McNeal &

00

a daughter, Caroline Albright, and a son,

of Musical Arts degree from the University

Yochim, P.L., in Gainesville, Fla.

Don Abramo of Gilbertsville, Pa., has

Carter Byers, February 24. Peter is an

of North Carolina-Greensboro in May. She

earned an executive MBA degree in phar-

international tax attorney with KPMG LLP,

lives in Waco, Texas, where she is assistant

maceutical and healthcare marketing from

and Shana is a teacher in the Fairfax (Va.)

professor of bassoon at Baylor University.

BIRTHS: Brandon ’03 and Julie Esser

Ex-Officio and Other Members: Rod Smolla, president; Mike Gatchell ’91, vice

91

president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, executive director of alumni programs

Rick Collett is president and co-owner

Fla., has been promoted to full professor

and constituent relations; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of alumni

of BrightStar Care, a home healthcare fran-

at the College of Central Florida, where

programs; Leo Fackler ’03, associate director of alumni programs; Cal Hurst ’04,

chise in Chattanooga, Tenn. The company,

she teaches courses in music and the

98

president, Young Alumni Council; Kaitlin Parham ’13, president, Student Alumni

which assists individuals who are widowed

humanities. She is also a competitive

Beth Keefauver received a Ph.D. degree

St. Joseph’s University. Don, who works with

County Schools.

or caring for an aging spouse, works with

tri-athlete and recently completed a Half

in English and creative writing in December

Merck & Co., ranked first in his 48-student

Justin and Shelby Huie McNinch, a son,

Barrett, a son, Luke Flynn, April 8, Mesa,

physicians, home health agencies, hospice,

Iron Man, her 19th triathlon in three

from the University of Tennessee, where she

class and was inducted into the school’s

Shepherd William, May 22, Charlotte, N.C.

Ariz.

skilled nursing facilities, rehabilitation facili-

years. She was scheduled to compete in

teaches.

top-rated chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma,

David and Carrie Lyle Williford, a son,

J.M. and Bryant Byrne, a daughter, Kylie

ties, hospitals and assisted living centers to

the Olympic National Triathlon Champion-

MARRIAGE: Ross Eldridge and Kara

the international honor society for collegiate

Joshua David, April 19. They live in Greer,

Blair, November 1, Charleston, S.C.

meet patient needs. Rick has more than 20

ships in Burlington, Vt., in August.

Ferguson, April 21. Ross is an investment

schools of business.

S.C.

Brian and Julie Fellabom Kapusta,

banker with GE Capital and Kara is a sales

Curtis Callaway of Dalton, Ga., was

specialist with IBM. They live in Atlanta.

named to Georgia Trend magazine’s 2011

BIRTH: Tom and Rosetta Mowbray,

“Top 40 Under 40: Georgia’s Best and

Rick Bridges is chief operating officer

03
Eric Tornfelt, who teaches civics and

Council; David Hathaway ’13, president, Student Government Association;
Stephen Tagert ’13, president, Senior Class.

82
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Ken Stevenson of Tallahassee, Fla., an

Jef Chandler has enjoyed a successful
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career as a singer-songwriter in the South-
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academic programs at Presbyterian College

a daughter, Annabelle Grace, May 30,

Brightest.” He is a communications

of B&B Distributors, Inc., in Rock Hill, S.C.

east. He has released three solo albums

Rusty Godfrey, a teacher at the South

in Clinton, S.C. He most recently served as

Greenville.

manager for Shaw Industries Group, Inc.

He has earned a master’s degree in business

economics at Mallard Creek High School,

and is now a member of the Bad Popes,

Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts

chair of the political science department.

administration from Winthrop University.

was named 2012 Teacher of the Year for

Additionally, he has started a new franchise

a Greenville-based group that plays country

and Humanities in Greenville, was named

He also co-chaired the PC 2012 Steering

99

Jackie Smith Carson, women’s
basketball coach at Furman since 2010, is

MARRIAGE: Julie Faulk and Billy

the Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools.

called Bungobox, a provider of reusable

music and Western swing. Learn more at

the national 2012 Outstanding Teacher of

Committee and was subcommittee chair

Leah Overstreet of Brooklyn, N.Y., is

one of 29 members of the charter class of

Grooms, April 14. Julie has a doctorate in

He has taught at the school since 2007.

plastic containers.
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co-founder of Frontrunner Gallery where

inductees into the Athletic Hall of Fame at

physical therapy from Elon University, and
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Billy is a pursuing a doctorate in pharmacy

Middelem Bayless, a daughter, Riley
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winner of the award.
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at South Carolina College of Pharmacy.
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John Rice, a board-certified psychiatrist,

Dallas, Texas-based subsidiary of The Boeing

Martha Henderson Hurley became

Marie, September 23, Monterey, Calif.

near the gallery, located in Manhattan.
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They live in Darlington, S.C.

Jordon and Krissy Douglass Hoort,

Company.

chair of the Department of Criminal Justice

Steve graduated from Naval Postgraduate

Visit www.leahoverstreet.com and click

at Furman, where she is a member of the
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twins, a son, Connor Douglass, and a

at The Citadel in Charleston, S.C., effective

School in June with a Master of Science

on “The Chibeca Project.”

Athletic Hall of Fame.

Elliott, a son, Griffin Miller, February 11.

daughter, Caroline Clare, June 28, 2011,
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July 1. She is the first African-American

degree in operations research. The Hunts

Megan Fischer Weis has earned a

Brendan Farran has been promoted to

They live in Roswell, Ga.

Charleston, S.C.

Wayne Burr, a lieutenant commander in

woman to serve as a department head at

have moved to Sumter, S.C., where he is

Doctor of Public Health degree in health

commercial real estate relationship manager

Kevin and Marisa Poston McLendon,

Matt and Jessica Miller Kelley, a daugh-

Susan Mangels recently became vice

the U.S. Navy, received his flight surgeon

the college.

with the Army Central Command.

promotion, education and behavior from

at Avenue Bank in Nashville, Tenn.

a son, Jackson Collier, September 4, 2011,

ter, Claire Moriah, November 1, Nashville,

president for institutional advancement at

wings in May and was scheduled to report

Bill Rencher earned a Master of Public

Reid Hawkins has been promoted to

Hobe Sound, Fla.

Tenn. Jessica manages MinistryMatters.com,

Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Mo.,

to the Marine Corps Air Station in Beaufort,

Health degree from Georgia State University
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the University of South Carolina Arnold
School of Public Health.

senior graphic designer at Madison Perfor-

Kyle and Laura Moody, a son, Crosby

an online resource for church leaders.

where she had been director of corporate

S.C., as the Marine Air Group 31 flight

in May and is the Health Access Program

Frances Chang is director of market-

MARRIAGES: Evan Melcher and

mance Group. He lives in New York City.

Neill, March 24. They live in Atlanta.

McKinley and Megan Spengeman

and foundation relations.

surgeon. He is responsible for the over-

director for Georgia Watch, a statewide

ing at Construction Resources, a granite

Jennifer Neiss, January 15. They live in

BIRTHS: H.J. and Ashley Kamphaus

Chris and Marcie Hocking Sprankle,

Larkins, a son, Henry James, April 29,

sight of the medical readiness of person-

consumer advocacy organization. He lives

countertop and kitchen and bath renovation

Canton, Ga.

Brathwaite, a daughter, Lena Merryn,

a son, Lucas William, February 22. They

Alpharetta, Ga.

nel assigned to the seven F/A18 squadrons

in Atlanta.

company in Decatur, Ga.

Adam Stillwell and Christine Hacker

May 7, 2011, Raleigh, N.C.

live in Frederick, Md. Marcie works for the

employee benefits broker at the Earl Bacon
Agency, serves as the legislative chair for the
Florida Association of Health Underwriters.

has joined Park Ridge Medical Associates
in Hendersonville, N.C.
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based in Beaufort.

years of experience in the healthcare field.

95
Don Raber has been appointed dean of

’01, October 2. They live in Greenville.

01

a son, Ethan John, April 18, Wexford, Pa.

Department of Veterans Affairs and Chris
is an account manager for Republic Services.
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2012–13 ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
J. Chris Brown ’89, president; Leslie L. Smith ’91, president-elect; Rebecca Ann
Armacost ’89, vice president; Clare Folio Morris ’83, past president; N. Staten
Bitting, Jr. ’75; Marilyn Mayfield Blackwell ’65; Sidney R. Bland ’59; Tracy Hulsey

Patrick Hynes of Clemmons, N.C., is vice

93

Robbie Cole is the new football coach

BIRTHS: Will and Melissa Branchetti

Russ and Rebecca Chambliss, a daughter,

02

president for the Mid-Atlantic region with

Jennifer Wagner Gossett recently

at Berea High School in Greenville. He was

Atkin, a son, Michael “Mickey” Alaric,

Charlotte Ann, March 10, Birmingham, Ala.

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

KBS Capital Markets Group. Patrick joined

became board certified in music therapy

previously offensive coordinator at Green-

March 21. They live in Plainfield, N.J. Melissa

Daniel and Chappell Hughes, a daugh-

Joshua Patterson (M.A. ’06) has been

KBS from Sun Life Financial Distributors

after completing a three-year program

ville High.

works for W.W. Norton & Co., where her

ter, Sarah Chappell Hughes, February 9,

named principal of Oakland Elementary

in Boston, where he was regional vice

at Charleston Southern University. She

BIRTHS: Marc ’94 and Allison Rinker

responsibilities have included work on the

Greenville.

School in Spartanburg (S.C.) School District

president.

received the 2012 Southeastern Region

St. John, a son, Daniel Evan, June 7, Chevy

publication of America, A Narrative History,

Bradley and Martha Davis King,

2. He was assistant principal at Boiling

Intern Award for the American Music

Chase, Md.

co-authored by David Shi ’73, former

a daughter, Ruby Lou, August 21, 2011.

Springs (S.C.) Intermediate School.

Therapy Association and has partnered

Daniel and Cari Williams ’97 Hicks,

president of Furman.

After graduating from the University of

Andy Pascual has been commissioned

Bond ’90; Kevin R. Bryant ’85; William M. Burtless ’84; O. Vernon Burton ’69;
Mamie Susan Caffey ’81; Michael L. Guynn ’91; Jimmie E. Harley ’58; Charles D.
Hardy ’89; Gregory W. Haselden ’94; Shannon Scruby Henderson ’75; Gail Laible

90
Greg Michell has been named a partner

with the Charleston Autism Academy

a son, Ezra McCall, April 26. They live in

Evan and Paige Thurmond Bass,

North Carolina in 2011 with a Doctor

a first lieutenant in the Georgia Army

Hughes ’83; Gwinn Earle Kneeland ’89; C. Todd Malo ’95; Thomas A. Marshall

in the law firm of Stanley, Esrey & Buckley,

to begin a music therapy program.

Greenville.

a daughter, Merritt Josephine, October 10,

of Medicine degree and a master’s degree

National Guard, Judge Advocate General’s

’77; James N. Martin ’79; Herman A. Matherson, Jr. ’79; Andrew C. Medlyn ’97;

LLP, in Atlanta.

BIRTH: John and Lisa Johnson,

in public health, Bradley began a residency

Corps. He remains an assistant district

Matthew A. Miller ’99; William P. Morrow, Jr. ’54; Emmett L. Patrick ’56; Scott

BIRTH: Brince and Holly Wilford,

a daughter, Emma Louise, March 19,

97

Charlotte, N.C.
Chad and Laura Rigdon Johnson,

in internal medicine at the school. He

attorney in DeKalb County, where he

W. Raeber ’92; Kenneth A. Sargent ’62; Gordon D. Seay ’61; E. Leon Smith ’61;

a daughter, Sloane Elizabeth, October 20,

Honolulu, Hawaii.

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

a son, Luke Alexander, April 16, Suwanee,

was scheduled to transition to a residency

has been promoted to the Crimes Against

George O. Short ’54; T. David Tribble ’76.

Nashville, Tenn.

BIRTH: Todd ’98 and Karen Oberg

Ga.

in ophthalmology in July.

Children Unit.

Peter and Shana Byers King, twins,

Ann Shoemaker earned her Doctor

94

Yochim, a son, Troy Anthony, August 29,

Sarah Watkins Satterfield of Ocala,

2011. Karen practices law with McNeal &

00

a daughter, Caroline Albright, and a son,

of Musical Arts degree from the University

Yochim, P.L., in Gainesville, Fla.

Don Abramo of Gilbertsville, Pa., has

Carter Byers, February 24. Peter is an

of North Carolina-Greensboro in May. She

earned an executive MBA degree in phar-

international tax attorney with KPMG LLP,

lives in Waco, Texas, where she is assistant

maceutical and healthcare marketing from

and Shana is a teacher in the Fairfax (Va.)

professor of bassoon at Baylor University.

BIRTHS: Brandon ’03 and Julie Esser

Ex-Officio and Other Members: Rod Smolla, president; Mike Gatchell ’91, vice

91

president for development; Tom Triplitt ’76, executive director of alumni programs

Rick Collett is president and co-owner

Fla., has been promoted to full professor

and constituent relations; Tina Hayes Ballew ’78, associate director of alumni

of BrightStar Care, a home healthcare fran-

at the College of Central Florida, where

programs; Leo Fackler ’03, associate director of alumni programs; Cal Hurst ’04,

chise in Chattanooga, Tenn. The company,

she teaches courses in music and the

98

president, Young Alumni Council; Kaitlin Parham ’13, president, Student Alumni

which assists individuals who are widowed

humanities. She is also a competitive

Beth Keefauver received a Ph.D. degree

St. Joseph’s University. Don, who works with

County Schools.

or caring for an aging spouse, works with

tri-athlete and recently completed a Half

in English and creative writing in December

Merck & Co., ranked first in his 48-student

Justin and Shelby Huie McNinch, a son,

Barrett, a son, Luke Flynn, April 8, Mesa,

physicians, home health agencies, hospice,

Iron Man, her 19th triathlon in three

from the University of Tennessee, where she

class and was inducted into the school’s

Shepherd William, May 22, Charlotte, N.C.

Ariz.

skilled nursing facilities, rehabilitation facili-

years. She was scheduled to compete in

teaches.

top-rated chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma,

David and Carrie Lyle Williford, a son,

J.M. and Bryant Byrne, a daughter, Kylie

ties, hospitals and assisted living centers to

the Olympic National Triathlon Champion-

MARRIAGE: Ross Eldridge and Kara

the international honor society for collegiate

Joshua David, April 19. They live in Greer,

Blair, November 1, Charleston, S.C.

meet patient needs. Rick has more than 20

ships in Burlington, Vt., in August.

Ferguson, April 21. Ross is an investment

schools of business.

S.C.

Brian and Julie Fellabom Kapusta,

banker with GE Capital and Kara is a sales

Curtis Callaway of Dalton, Ga., was

specialist with IBM. They live in Atlanta.

named to Georgia Trend magazine’s 2011

BIRTH: Tom and Rosetta Mowbray,

“Top 40 Under 40: Georgia’s Best and

Rick Bridges is chief operating officer

03
Eric Tornfelt, who teaches civics and

Council; David Hathaway ’13, president, Student Government Association;
Stephen Tagert ’13, president, Senior Class.

82
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Ken Stevenson of Tallahassee, Fla., an

Jef Chandler has enjoyed a successful

92

career as a singer-songwriter in the South-

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

academic programs at Presbyterian College

a daughter, Annabelle Grace, May 30,

Brightest.” He is a communications

of B&B Distributors, Inc., in Rock Hill, S.C.

east. He has released three solo albums

Rusty Godfrey, a teacher at the South

in Clinton, S.C. He most recently served as

Greenville.

manager for Shaw Industries Group, Inc.

He has earned a master’s degree in business

economics at Mallard Creek High School,

and is now a member of the Bad Popes,

Carolina Governor’s School for the Arts

chair of the political science department.

administration from Winthrop University.

was named 2012 Teacher of the Year for

Additionally, he has started a new franchise

a Greenville-based group that plays country

and Humanities in Greenville, was named

He also co-chaired the PC 2012 Steering
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Jackie Smith Carson, women’s
basketball coach at Furman since 2010, is

MARRIAGE: Julie Faulk and Billy

the Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools.

called Bungobox, a provider of reusable

music and Western swing. Learn more at

the national 2012 Outstanding Teacher of

Committee and was subcommittee chair

Leah Overstreet of Brooklyn, N.Y., is

one of 29 members of the charter class of

Grooms, April 14. Julie has a doctorate in

He has taught at the school since 2007.

plastic containers.

www.jefchandler.com.
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Billy is a pursuing a doctorate in pharmacy

Middelem Bayless, a daughter, Riley

84

chief information officer for Aviall, Inc., a

winner of the award.

Brake ’96 Hunt, a daughter, Wilhelmina

of local citizens who populate the area
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at South Carolina College of Pharmacy.

Elizabeth, February 15, Atlanta.

John Rice, a board-certified psychiatrist,

Dallas, Texas-based subsidiary of The Boeing

Martha Henderson Hurley became

Marie, September 23, Monterey, Calif.

near the gallery, located in Manhattan.

ball in high school, she starred in basketball

They live in Darlington, S.C.

Jordon and Krissy Douglass Hoort,

Company.

chair of the Department of Criminal Justice

Steve graduated from Naval Postgraduate
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at Furman, where she is a member of the

BIRTHS: Adam and Tracy Mueller ’00

twins, a son, Connor Douglass, and a

at The Citadel in Charleston, S.C., effective

School in June with a Master of Science

on “The Chibeca Project.”

Athletic Hall of Fame.

Elliott, a son, Griffin Miller, February 11.

daughter, Caroline Clare, June 28, 2011,
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July 1. She is the first African-American

degree in operations research. The Hunts

Megan Fischer Weis has earned a

Brendan Farran has been promoted to

They live in Roswell, Ga.

Charleston, S.C.

Wayne Burr, a lieutenant commander in

woman to serve as a department head at

have moved to Sumter, S.C., where he is

Doctor of Public Health degree in health

commercial real estate relationship manager

Kevin and Marisa Poston McLendon,

Matt and Jessica Miller Kelley, a daugh-

Susan Mangels recently became vice

the U.S. Navy, received his flight surgeon

the college.

with the Army Central Command.

promotion, education and behavior from

at Avenue Bank in Nashville, Tenn.

a son, Jackson Collier, September 4, 2011,

ter, Claire Moriah, November 1, Nashville,

president for institutional advancement at

wings in May and was scheduled to report

Bill Rencher earned a Master of Public

Reid Hawkins has been promoted to

Hobe Sound, Fla.

Tenn. Jessica manages MinistryMatters.com,

Lindenwood University in St. Charles, Mo.,

to the Marine Corps Air Station in Beaufort,

Health degree from Georgia State University

96

the University of South Carolina Arnold
School of Public Health.

senior graphic designer at Madison Perfor-

Kyle and Laura Moody, a son, Crosby

an online resource for church leaders.

where she had been director of corporate

S.C., as the Marine Air Group 31 flight

in May and is the Health Access Program

Frances Chang is director of market-

MARRIAGES: Evan Melcher and

mance Group. He lives in New York City.

Neill, March 24. They live in Atlanta.

McKinley and Megan Spengeman

and foundation relations.

surgeon. He is responsible for the over-

director for Georgia Watch, a statewide

ing at Construction Resources, a granite

Jennifer Neiss, January 15. They live in

BIRTHS: H.J. and Ashley Kamphaus

Chris and Marcie Hocking Sprankle,

Larkins, a son, Henry James, April 29,

sight of the medical readiness of person-

consumer advocacy organization. He lives

countertop and kitchen and bath renovation

Canton, Ga.

Brathwaite, a daughter, Lena Merryn,

a son, Lucas William, February 22. They

Alpharetta, Ga.

nel assigned to the seven F/A18 squadrons

in Atlanta.

company in Decatur, Ga.

Adam Stillwell and Christine Hacker

May 7, 2011, Raleigh, N.C.

live in Frederick, Md. Marcie works for the

employee benefits broker at the Earl Bacon
Agency, serves as the legislative chair for the
Florida Association of Health Underwriters.

has joined Park Ridge Medical Associates
in Hendersonville, N.C.
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based in Beaufort.

years of experience in the healthcare field.
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Don Raber has been appointed dean of

’01, October 2. They live in Greenville.
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Department of Veterans Affairs and Chris
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04

BIRTHS: Adam and Diana Estes

Erika Grace Powell represented South

Jonathan Andersen has earned

MARRIAGES: Louisa Carter and Evan

Ligler, a daughter, Kayla Nicole, June 24,

Carolina in the 2012 Miss USA pageant,

a Master of Divinity degree from Duke

Staton, June 2. Both Louisa, who earned

Charlotte, N.C.

where she placed in the top 16.

University Divinity School and accepted

PUBLIC SERVICE A LIFESTYLE FOR KNOXVILLE MAYOR ROGERO
TAKE A LOOK around Furman’s campus and it’s

Rogero and her staff also spent countless

a position as assistant pastor at Hamilton

clear there’s no “typical Furman student.” The student

hours on commercial redevelopment, historic

Mill United Methodist Church in Dacula, Ga.

body is a mish-mash of ages, interests, ethnicities,

preservation, property redemption, and services

Eric Chamberlin graduated from the

accomplishments and goals.

that enhanced the community’s economy. She

a master’s degree in environmental science

Josh and Graham Clark ’08 Mudd,

MARRIAGE: Marjorie Dornette

from the College of Charleston, and Evan

a son, Jordan “Jay” Michael, May 29, 2011,

and John Connell, March 24. They live

are pursuing doctorates in genetics at the

Smyrna, Ga.

in Washington, D.C.

University of Georgia.

Nick and Lucy Clark Sanders,

BIRTH: Todd and Allison Arant, a son,

University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys

April Slappey and James Ian Smithwick

a son, Samuel Clark Sanders, March 21,

Clarkson Todd, February 22, Apex, N.C.

School of Law with a Juris Doctor degree.

Rogero was unique as a senior in 1979. “I was a bit of

garnered a $4.3 million grant to support

Robson, May 28, 2011. They live in

Charleston, S.C.

an older student. I had one child already, and one was

sustainable community planning.

Charlotte, N.C., where April works as

Graham and Neel Webb ’06 Young,

08

Christopher Mills graduated magna cum
laude from Harvard Law School in May,

on the way,” she says. “My second child was just about

the health and wellness account executive

a son, Hayes, October 11, Nashville, Tenn.

Kristen Capogrossi has earned a Ph.D.

receiving his Juris Doctor degree. At Harvard

three weeks old when I graduated.”

in economics from Virginia Tech University.

he was a senior editor of the Law Review,

She works with Christensen Associates, a

co-founder of the Harvard Law School

out. She had transferred to Furman after a year at

Capital One Financial Corporation’s community

for Integra Employer Health.

But even among such a diversified group, Madeline

That wasn’t the only thing that made Rogero stand

spearheaded a five-county collaboration that

Even before taking the job with the city,
though, Rogero pushed to improve her community.
Among other responsibilities, she consulted with

BIRTHS: Dan ’01 and Amanda

06

Moseley Atkinson, a daughter,

The Episcopal Network for Economic

consulting firm in Madison, Wis. Her first

Tea Party, and a member of the Law

Temple University and two years as a political science

affairs office and was executive director of

Nora Kay, April 23, Greer, S.C.

Justice presented Kimberly Jackson

journal article has been accepted for the

Christian Fellowship. He is a clerk for

Rob ’05 and Lauren Welch Langley,

major at Ohio State. Before her senior year, however,

Knoxville’s Promise, an organization devoted

the Hugh White Award on March 2 for

Journal of Family and Economic Issues.

Chief Judge David Sentelle of the United

a son, Luke Adair, March 25, Dallas, Texas.

to giving youths the resources they need to

her advocacy for economic and worker

Virginia Tech named Brittany Carr the

she felt called to help California’s farm aides — which

States Court of Appeals for the District

Grant and Teresa Nicholson, a daughter,

justice with cafeteria workers at the Atlanta

become successful adults.

outstanding graduating student in the

of Columbia Circuit.

led to a four-year hiatus from higher education, during

Addison McKenzie, May 6. They live in

University Center (AUC). Kimberly is chap-

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Vet-

Viktoriya Nikolova graduated from

Seneca, S.C.

lain with the Absalom Jones Episcopal

erinary Medicine for 2011–12. She received

Northeastern University in May with an

Paul and Elaine Kelly Wilder,

Center and Chapel, which serves the AUC.

her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree

MBA degree. She lives in Quincy, Mass.,

a son, Elliott Brooks, January 27. They

BIRTH: Chad and Amanda Lynn-Jones

in May. Brittany is past president of the

and is a project manager and business

live in Atlanta. Paul works in healthcare

Phillips, a daughter, Lyla Kaylynn, March

student chapter of the American Veterinary

analyst at Harvard Pilgrim Health Care.

administration for Resurgens Ortho-

8, Greenville. Amanda has earned a master’s

Medical Association and a member of the

In earning her master’s degree in interior

paedics, and Elaine is associate minister

degree in health services administration

Maryland Veterinary Medical Association

design from Savannah (Ga.) College of Art

at Marietta First United Methodist Church.

from Strayer University.

Task Force Committee, Virginia Veterinary

and Design, Alison West was chosen to

Medical Association, American Animal

be the macebearer at the school’s 2012

which she worked with Cesar Chavez to help farm
workers improve their living and working conditions.
Today, as mayor of Knoxville — the first woman
to serve as mayor of any of Tennessee’s four largest
cities (including Memphis, Nashville and Chattanooga)

As mayor, Rogero is focused on redeveloping
Knoxville’s south waterfront and working with a
local foundation to support 10 city parks, as well
as hiking and biking trails.
Although she spent only a year at Furman,

— Rogero says those kinds of experiences shaped her

she credits her time there with helping her learn

view not only of public service, but of what it means to

to translate her real-world, outside-the-box

be a contributing member of a community. She jumped

experiences into effective civic endeavors. She

head-first into improving Knoxville as soon as she

points to classes with professors Jim Guth and

moved there more than 30 years ago.

Don Aiesi as forums where she came to understand

of nature. Her father, she says, loved to hunt and fish,

the value of her work with Chavez.

and they spent a great deal of time at the beach or on

DAVID LUTTRELL

That time with family also nurtured Rogero’s love

05

07

Hospital Association, and the American

graduation ceremony. She was selected

Timothy Bundy graduated from Yale

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Association of Equine Practitioners.

for the honor because of her outstanding

University in May with an MBA degree. He

Carter Barfield has joined the football

MARRIAGE: Matthew David

academic performance, as she graduated

I cared about neighborhood issues,” she says. “I ran

has accepted a position as product manager

staff at Mercer University in Macon, Ga.,

Newsom and Lydia Elisabeth Cronic

with a grade-point average of 4.0

for mayor because I wanted to continue the work that

political science and constitutional law discussions

Her affinity for the outdoors has never faded.

with Zynga, a social network game com-

as an assistant coach. He was previously

’09, April 28. Lydia received her Doctor

MARRIAGES: Caroline Cates and

I had been doing — dealing with blighted properties,

because I had a lot of real and practical experience

Rogero and her husband, Gene Monaco, often bike

“I got my start in politics as a county commissioner.

“I remember they would often call on me during

the river.

pany in San Francisco.

a graduate assistant at the University

of Pharmacy degree with honors from the

Tanner Ivie ’08, August 14, 2011. Tanner

strengthening our communities, and actively supporting

to bring to those conversations,” she said. “They

around Knoxville’s greenways or use their flatwater

Andrew Harrill of Rutherfordton, N.C.,

of Kentucky and at Tennessee-Martin.

University of Georgia in May and began

graduated from the University of Georgia

sustainability issues.”

knew I had a different point of view.”

kayaks to paddle down the Tennessee River. Her greatest

earned a Master of Physician Assistant

Colin Hagan graduated magna cum laude

her pharmacy residency at Emory University

School of Law in May 2011 and works as a

During the past three decades Rogero has served on

Studies degree in December. He spe-

from Vermont Law School this spring and

in Decatur, Ga., in June. Matthew is an

clerk for Judge B. Avant Edenfield in Savan-

numerous boards, including the Knoxville Transportation

become involved in causes greater than herself.

cializes in emergency medicine and is

is an associate attorney with the Vermont

account manager for PHT International

nah, Ga. Caroline is completing the physi-

Authority, Partnership for Neighborhood Improvement,

“The nuns and priests [in her Catholic schools] chal-

veil and the gloves, and we share the honey the bees

assistant medical director of Rutherford

office of Shlansky Law Group.

Chemical Company.

cian assistant program at Emory University.

and the Mental Health Association of Knox County.

lenged us to be involved,” she says. “A lot of different

make with friends and family,” says Rogero, a mother

County Emergency Medical Services.

James Gibson “Gib” Pennington

BIRTH: Jonathan and Esther

John Howard Dawson and Jamie

things were happening in the ’60s — the civil rights

and grandmother of two and stepmother of three. “It’s

MARRIAGES: Laura Anne Cranford

Her efforts have earned her many accolades, including

earned a Doctor of Medicine degree in

Mosteller Futrell, a son, Jonathan

Amanda Ball, October 29. John is employed

and John Gatling Hofler ’06, March 24.

movement, the Vietnam War. That education opened

a really amazing thing to get into when you realize that

psychiatry from the University of South

the 2003 Knoxvillian of the Year award.

William, Jr., February 25. They live in

by Imaginova in Springfield, Va., as the busi-

They live in Florence, S.C., where Jack is an

one-third of the things we eat depend on honeybees

Alabama, where he was inducted into the

my mind beyond my personal experiences and really

Baltimore, Md.

ness manager of Space News International

attorney with the Aiken Bridges firm.

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society

areas that have fallen into disrepair. After losing a close

instilled in me a sense of working for the world to be

for pollination. It’s really helped me to learn about and

Heather Wilson and Peter Morash,

and received the Neuroscience Achievement

09

mayoral race in 2003 to Bill Haslam — now the state’s

more equitable, inclusive and diverse.”

appreciate the ecosystem we live in.”

April 21. Heather is a registered nurse with

Award. He has been commissioned

Jennifer Agress, who spent a year

the Family Beginnings Unit at Greenville

a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force

in Milan and Paris as an au pair, is now

Horner, September 3, 2011. They live in

Memorial Hospital, and Peter works as a

and assigned to Wright-Patterson Air Force

assistant director of communications

Greenville.

corrections officer at the Greenville County

Base in Ohio.

at Palmer Trinity School in Miami, Fla.

Jade Lawson and Jacob Fountain, May

Detention Center.
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magazine. Jamie works in accounting at
IronBrick Associates.

Clair Kramer Dixon and Benjamin Jay

27. They live in Charleston, S.C.

Rogero has a long history of working to revitalize

From a young age, Rogero says, she felt she would

outdoor adventure, however, is being a beekeeper.
“As a family, we suit up in the gear with the

— WHITNEY JACKSON HOWELL

governor — Rogero joined his administration as

Rogero also learned firsthand the importance

community development director. The Office of

of helping others during her childhood in Florida.

Neighborhoods, launched under her leadership, was

At any given time, foster children or other family

The author, a 2000 graduate, is a freelance writer

instrumental in completing a $25.6 million program

members lived in her house. Seeing her parents

in Durham, N.C.

that helped secure tax credits, grants and bonds for

open their lives to those in need taught her to

businesses in economically depressed parts of the city.

reach out to others whenever she could.

FURMAN | SUMMER 2012

33

Furman alumni news

04

BIRTHS: Adam and Diana Estes

Erika Grace Powell represented South

Jonathan Andersen has earned

MARRIAGES: Louisa Carter and Evan

Ligler, a daughter, Kayla Nicole, June 24,

Carolina in the 2012 Miss USA pageant,

a Master of Divinity degree from Duke

Staton, June 2. Both Louisa, who earned

Charlotte, N.C.

where she placed in the top 16.

University Divinity School and accepted

PUBLIC SERVICE A LIFESTYLE FOR KNOXVILLE MAYOR ROGERO
TAKE A LOOK around Furman’s campus and it’s

Rogero and her staff also spent countless

a position as assistant pastor at Hamilton

clear there’s no “typical Furman student.” The student

hours on commercial redevelopment, historic

Mill United Methodist Church in Dacula, Ga.

body is a mish-mash of ages, interests, ethnicities,

preservation, property redemption, and services

Eric Chamberlin graduated from the

accomplishments and goals.

that enhanced the community’s economy. She

a master’s degree in environmental science

Josh and Graham Clark ’08 Mudd,

MARRIAGE: Marjorie Dornette

from the College of Charleston, and Evan

a son, Jordan “Jay” Michael, May 29, 2011,

and John Connell, March 24. They live

are pursuing doctorates in genetics at the

Smyrna, Ga.

in Washington, D.C.

University of Georgia.

Nick and Lucy Clark Sanders,

BIRTH: Todd and Allison Arant, a son,

University of Memphis Cecil C. Humphreys

April Slappey and James Ian Smithwick

a son, Samuel Clark Sanders, March 21,

Clarkson Todd, February 22, Apex, N.C.

School of Law with a Juris Doctor degree.

Rogero was unique as a senior in 1979. “I was a bit of

garnered a $4.3 million grant to support

Robson, May 28, 2011. They live in

Charleston, S.C.

an older student. I had one child already, and one was

sustainable community planning.

Charlotte, N.C., where April works as

Graham and Neel Webb ’06 Young,

08

Christopher Mills graduated magna cum
laude from Harvard Law School in May,

on the way,” she says. “My second child was just about

the health and wellness account executive

a son, Hayes, October 11, Nashville, Tenn.

Kristen Capogrossi has earned a Ph.D.

receiving his Juris Doctor degree. At Harvard

three weeks old when I graduated.”

in economics from Virginia Tech University.

he was a senior editor of the Law Review,

She works with Christensen Associates, a

co-founder of the Harvard Law School

out. She had transferred to Furman after a year at

Capital One Financial Corporation’s community

for Integra Employer Health.

But even among such a diversified group, Madeline

That wasn’t the only thing that made Rogero stand

spearheaded a five-county collaboration that

Even before taking the job with the city,
though, Rogero pushed to improve her community.
Among other responsibilities, she consulted with

BIRTHS: Dan ’01 and Amanda

06

Moseley Atkinson, a daughter,

The Episcopal Network for Economic

consulting firm in Madison, Wis. Her first

Tea Party, and a member of the Law

Temple University and two years as a political science

affairs office and was executive director of

Nora Kay, April 23, Greer, S.C.

Justice presented Kimberly Jackson

journal article has been accepted for the

Christian Fellowship. He is a clerk for

Rob ’05 and Lauren Welch Langley,

major at Ohio State. Before her senior year, however,

Knoxville’s Promise, an organization devoted

the Hugh White Award on March 2 for

Journal of Family and Economic Issues.

Chief Judge David Sentelle of the United

a son, Luke Adair, March 25, Dallas, Texas.

to giving youths the resources they need to

her advocacy for economic and worker

Virginia Tech named Brittany Carr the

she felt called to help California’s farm aides — which

States Court of Appeals for the District

Grant and Teresa Nicholson, a daughter,

justice with cafeteria workers at the Atlanta

become successful adults.

outstanding graduating student in the

of Columbia Circuit.

led to a four-year hiatus from higher education, during

Addison McKenzie, May 6. They live in

University Center (AUC). Kimberly is chap-

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Vet-

Viktoriya Nikolova graduated from

Seneca, S.C.

lain with the Absalom Jones Episcopal

erinary Medicine for 2011–12. She received

Northeastern University in May with an

Paul and Elaine Kelly Wilder,

Center and Chapel, which serves the AUC.

her Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree

MBA degree. She lives in Quincy, Mass.,

a son, Elliott Brooks, January 27. They

BIRTH: Chad and Amanda Lynn-Jones

in May. Brittany is past president of the

and is a project manager and business

live in Atlanta. Paul works in healthcare

Phillips, a daughter, Lyla Kaylynn, March

student chapter of the American Veterinary

analyst at Harvard Pilgrim Health Care.

administration for Resurgens Ortho-

8, Greenville. Amanda has earned a master’s

Medical Association and a member of the

In earning her master’s degree in interior

paedics, and Elaine is associate minister

degree in health services administration

Maryland Veterinary Medical Association

design from Savannah (Ga.) College of Art

at Marietta First United Methodist Church.

from Strayer University.

Task Force Committee, Virginia Veterinary

and Design, Alison West was chosen to

Medical Association, American Animal

be the macebearer at the school’s 2012

which she worked with Cesar Chavez to help farm
workers improve their living and working conditions.
Today, as mayor of Knoxville — the first woman
to serve as mayor of any of Tennessee’s four largest
cities (including Memphis, Nashville and Chattanooga)

As mayor, Rogero is focused on redeveloping
Knoxville’s south waterfront and working with a
local foundation to support 10 city parks, as well
as hiking and biking trails.
Although she spent only a year at Furman,

— Rogero says those kinds of experiences shaped her

she credits her time there with helping her learn

view not only of public service, but of what it means to

to translate her real-world, outside-the-box

be a contributing member of a community. She jumped

experiences into effective civic endeavors. She

head-first into improving Knoxville as soon as she

points to classes with professors Jim Guth and

moved there more than 30 years ago.

Don Aiesi as forums where she came to understand

of nature. Her father, she says, loved to hunt and fish,

the value of her work with Chavez.

and they spent a great deal of time at the beach or on

DAVID LUTTRELL

That time with family also nurtured Rogero’s love

05

07

Hospital Association, and the American

graduation ceremony. She was selected

Timothy Bundy graduated from Yale

THIS YEAR IS REUNION!

Association of Equine Practitioners.

for the honor because of her outstanding

University in May with an MBA degree. He

Carter Barfield has joined the football

MARRIAGE: Matthew David

academic performance, as she graduated

I cared about neighborhood issues,” she says. “I ran

has accepted a position as product manager

staff at Mercer University in Macon, Ga.,

Newsom and Lydia Elisabeth Cronic

with a grade-point average of 4.0

for mayor because I wanted to continue the work that

political science and constitutional law discussions

Her affinity for the outdoors has never faded.

with Zynga, a social network game com-

as an assistant coach. He was previously

’09, April 28. Lydia received her Doctor

MARRIAGES: Caroline Cates and

I had been doing — dealing with blighted properties,

because I had a lot of real and practical experience

Rogero and her husband, Gene Monaco, often bike

“I got my start in politics as a county commissioner.

“I remember they would often call on me during

the river.

pany in San Francisco.

a graduate assistant at the University

of Pharmacy degree with honors from the

Tanner Ivie ’08, August 14, 2011. Tanner

strengthening our communities, and actively supporting

to bring to those conversations,” she said. “They

around Knoxville’s greenways or use their flatwater

Andrew Harrill of Rutherfordton, N.C.,

of Kentucky and at Tennessee-Martin.

University of Georgia in May and began

graduated from the University of Georgia

sustainability issues.”

knew I had a different point of view.”

kayaks to paddle down the Tennessee River. Her greatest

earned a Master of Physician Assistant

Colin Hagan graduated magna cum laude

her pharmacy residency at Emory University

School of Law in May 2011 and works as a

During the past three decades Rogero has served on

Studies degree in December. He spe-

from Vermont Law School this spring and

in Decatur, Ga., in June. Matthew is an

clerk for Judge B. Avant Edenfield in Savan-

numerous boards, including the Knoxville Transportation

become involved in causes greater than herself.

cializes in emergency medicine and is

is an associate attorney with the Vermont

account manager for PHT International

nah, Ga. Caroline is completing the physi-

Authority, Partnership for Neighborhood Improvement,

“The nuns and priests [in her Catholic schools] chal-

veil and the gloves, and we share the honey the bees

assistant medical director of Rutherford

office of Shlansky Law Group.

Chemical Company.

cian assistant program at Emory University.

and the Mental Health Association of Knox County.

lenged us to be involved,” she says. “A lot of different

make with friends and family,” says Rogero, a mother

County Emergency Medical Services.

James Gibson “Gib” Pennington

BIRTH: Jonathan and Esther

John Howard Dawson and Jamie

things were happening in the ’60s — the civil rights

and grandmother of two and stepmother of three. “It’s

MARRIAGES: Laura Anne Cranford

Her efforts have earned her many accolades, including

earned a Doctor of Medicine degree in

Mosteller Futrell, a son, Jonathan

Amanda Ball, October 29. John is employed

and John Gatling Hofler ’06, March 24.

movement, the Vietnam War. That education opened

a really amazing thing to get into when you realize that

psychiatry from the University of South

the 2003 Knoxvillian of the Year award.

William, Jr., February 25. They live in

by Imaginova in Springfield, Va., as the busi-

They live in Florence, S.C., where Jack is an

one-third of the things we eat depend on honeybees

Alabama, where he was inducted into the

my mind beyond my personal experiences and really

Baltimore, Md.

ness manager of Space News International

attorney with the Aiken Bridges firm.

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society

areas that have fallen into disrepair. After losing a close

instilled in me a sense of working for the world to be

for pollination. It’s really helped me to learn about and

Heather Wilson and Peter Morash,

and received the Neuroscience Achievement

09

mayoral race in 2003 to Bill Haslam — now the state’s

more equitable, inclusive and diverse.”

appreciate the ecosystem we live in.”

April 21. Heather is a registered nurse with

Award. He has been commissioned

Jennifer Agress, who spent a year

the Family Beginnings Unit at Greenville

a second lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force

in Milan and Paris as an au pair, is now

Horner, September 3, 2011. They live in

Memorial Hospital, and Peter works as a

and assigned to Wright-Patterson Air Force

assistant director of communications

Greenville.

corrections officer at the Greenville County

Base in Ohio.

at Palmer Trinity School in Miami, Fla.

Jade Lawson and Jacob Fountain, May

Detention Center.
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IronBrick Associates.

Clair Kramer Dixon and Benjamin Jay

27. They live in Charleston, S.C.

Rogero has a long history of working to revitalize

From a young age, Rogero says, she felt she would

outdoor adventure, however, is being a beekeeper.
“As a family, we suit up in the gear with the

— WHITNEY JACKSON HOWELL

governor — Rogero joined his administration as

Rogero also learned firsthand the importance

community development director. The Office of

of helping others during her childhood in Florida.

Neighborhoods, launched under her leadership, was

At any given time, foster children or other family

The author, a 2000 graduate, is a freelance writer

instrumental in completing a $25.6 million program

members lived in her house. Seeing her parents

in Durham, N.C.

that helped secure tax credits, grants and bonds for

open their lives to those in need taught her to

businesses in economically depressed parts of the city.

reach out to others whenever she could.
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Amanda Noyes and Robert Hodges,

11

is studying cancer biology at Northwestern

a member of the House of Delegates of the

Francis Ruth Folk Rogers ’43, April 2,

Dwayne E. King, Sr. ’44, May 12,

June 23. Amanda is a software developer

Erin Gray and Natalie Gruenke have

University, and James is doing graduate

American Bar Association. He and his wife

Orangeburg, S.C. She taught piano and

Greenville. His time at Furman was inter-

with SPARC, and Rob is an account

each been awarded a three-year National

work in analytical chemistry at the

established the DuRant Public Service Award

was active in church music ministry in the

rupted by World War II, during which he

supervisor with Peoplease. They live

Science Foundation Graduate Research

University of Illinois.

with the South Carolina Bar Foundation,

Carolinas. She was vice chair of the Colleton

served a full combat tour and flew 35

in Charleston, S.C.

Fellowship, which recognizes scientific

Brandon Tensley and Sarah “Kitty”

the highest honor awarded to a member of

County Democratic Party and received

missions as a navigator in B-17s. He retired

Garrison Ries and Lauren Swindell,

achievement at the undergraduate level

Tryon have been awarded J. William

the state Bar. Active in the Columbia Rotary

extensive recognition for her leadership

from the Air Force Reserve in 1969 as a

June 16. They live in Daytona Beach, Fla.

and professional promise in graduate

Fulbright Scholarships to serve as English

Club and Richland County March of Dimes,

in the cause of human rights.

major and was employed with JP Stevens

Lauren is a sourcing specialist with Volt

school. Fellows receive an annual stipend

teaching assistants in Germany for the

he chaired the board of trustees of Epworth

Edith Angie Sayer ’43, October 26,

as an accountant. He was involved with the

Workforce Solutions. Garrison is pursuing

of $30,000, an additional $10,500 cost-

2012–13 academic year. The Fulbright

Children’s Home. He was a life member of

Tigerville, S.C. She earned degrees in library

Jaycees, Rotary and Masons.

a Master of Science degree in aeronautics

of-education allowance, and opportunities

is the flagship academic exchange program

the Military Officers Association of America

science from Vanderbilt University’s George

Pauline Bryson Potter ’45, May 6,

IN MEMORIAM:
FRANK TAYLOR
BEFORE COMING TO FURMAN in 1979 as chair of the physics
department, Frank Taylor taught for 12 years at Southern Technical

for international research and professional

between the United States and 155 coun-

and a member of the state forestry asso-

Peabody College for Teachers and served

Myrtle Beach, S.C. She taught science and

development. Erin is studying chemical

tries. At the spring Commencement

ciation.

as a high school librarian and mathematics

math on the middle and high school levels.

synthesis at Princeton University. Natalie

Brandon received the Bradshaw-Feaster

Frances Inez Hair Edwards ’41,

teacher in Georgia for four years and as

Merl Douglas ’46, November 16,

Brittany Aloi was among 37 recipients

is enrolled at Northwestern University,

Medal for General Excellence, given by the

April 14, Rock Hill, S.C. She earned

librarian at Truett-McConnell College for

Lombard, Ill. He was a military veteran

in 1983, when he received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle

(out of 90,000 candidates) of the 2011

where she is studying chemical structure,

faculty to the outstanding male graduate.

a master’s degree from Southern Baptist

two years. She then moved to North

and worked in retail public relations.

Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching.

Elijah Watt Sells Award, presented by

dynamics and mechanism.

Kitty was a member of the women’s soccer

Theological Seminary and retired from

Greenville College, where she was librarian

He was a docent at Brookfield Zoo and

the American Institute of Certified Public

Dusty Roether is a recipient of the Ethel

team and was named to the Southern

teaching with the North Carolina

from 1949 to 1987. She was a member

volunteered at Mayslake Peabody Estate.

why, after 12 years at a technical college, he’d wanted to move to a

Accountants. The award recognizes out-

Carlisle Southern Librarian Scholarship for

Conference Student Athlete Honor Roll.

Department of Education.

of the Southeastern Library Association

Miriam “Mickey” Jones Henderson

liberal arts school: “Here, the slant of what I teach is different. At a tech-

standing performance on the Uniform CPA

2012. He is enrolled in the Master of Library

and the South Carolina Library Association,

’46, May 16, Greenwood, S.C. She was

nical college, application is it. But at a college like Furman, you can justify

Examination. Brittany holds a Master of

and Information Science program at the

DEATHS

Martha Geer Perry ’41, October 25,
Monroe, N.C. She taught school briefly

a six-time Worthy Matron of the Order of

an educator for more than 30 years and

studying something simply because it is interesting. You don’t listen to a

Accountancy degree from North Carolina

University of South Carolina. The Southern

Betty Glenn Harris Curry ’38, May 17,

before going to work for the Thomasville

the Eastern Star, and an Outstanding

was active in the Greenwood Woman’s

symphony because it will lead you to build a better transistor radio. So,

State University and works with Reznick

scholarship is available to a Furman student

Greenwood, S.C. An accomplished pianist,

(N.C.) Times. She was a volunteer for the

Educator of America. Listed in Who’s Who

Club and the Isaqueena Study Club.

who anticipates becoming a librarian or to

she had a long career as an elementary

American Red Cross and the Department

too, in physics, you can see and appreciate the beauty if you aren’t forced

Group in Charlotte, N.C.

of American Women, Personalities of the

Mary Mundy Morgan ’46, March 23,

Tony Anderson has been named boys’

a Furman graduate who is accepted into a

school educator.

of Social Services.

always to be concerned with practical applications.”

South, and Dictionary of International Two

Easley, S.C. She retired as a psychologist

basketball coach at Brashier Middle College

program accredited by the American Library

Robert Nelson DuRant ’40, May 28,

Marcia Linda Bell Crouch ’42,

Thousand Women of Achievement, she was

with the Greenville County School System.

ate who earned advanced degrees from the University of North Carolina.

at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

10

Institute in Marietta, Ga. His final year there, he was named the school’s
Faculty Member of the Year — an accomplishment he matched at Furman

In an article in the Fall ’83 issue of Furman Reports, Taylor explained

Taylor, who died July 25 at the age of 68, was a Georgia Tech gradu-

Charter High School in Simpsonville, S.C.

Association.

West Columbia, S.C. A graduate of the Uni-

April 1, Decatur, Ga. During World War II

Baptist Women’s director and Girls’ Auxiliary

Lena Wall Glover Perrin ’47, June 1,

Hillary Mullet has been awarded a three-

MARRIAGE: Matthew Giebert and

versity of South Carolina School of Law, he

she worked at Bellevue Hospital Center in

He was skilled at computer programming and was instrumental in intro-

director for the North Greenville Baptist

Greenville. She was a visitor for the Depart-

year National Science Foundation Graduate

Megan Hamilton, May 12. They live

volunteered with the Army Air Corps from

New York City. She was active in the United

Association.

ment of Public Welfare and a member of

ducing computers into the physics curriculum. Under his leadership the

Research Fellowship, which recognizes

in College Station, Texas, where Megan is

1942 to 1946, then returned to active duty

Methodist Women and the Catherine Horst-

Carl W. Sinclair ’43, October 5, Greens-

the Auxiliary of the Piedmont chapter of

scientific achievement at the undergraduate

pursuing a master’s degree in health educa-

in 1950 on a regular Army commission. He

mann Home. She managed the Church of

boro, N.C. He served from 1942–46 in the

the South Carolina Society of Professional

level and professional promise in graduate

tion and Matt is studying for a doctorate in

retired as a lieutenant colonel after serving

the Savior shut-in program and volunteered

Army Air Corps, assigned to the Airways

Engineers. She was also a member of the

school. Fellows receive an annual stipend

political science at Texas A&M University.

as chief trial attorney, Department of the

at the Free Clinic for Animal Health.

Communication System. After completing

Greenville chapter of the South Carolina

Army and Chief Contact Appeals branch

Ward Rhyne Robinson ’42, April 26,

military service and earning his degree he

Genealogical Society, Greenville County

of the Judge Advocate General’s Office in

Cary, N.C. He was commissioned an ensign

worked with JP Stevens, Mohawk Carpet

Historical Society and South Carolina

of $30,000, an additional $10,500 costof-education allowance, and opportunities

12

department acquired high-end computer hardware and software, and
he helped develop an award-winning interdisciplinary computer course.
During his years at Furman Taylor received the student government’s
Rookie of the Year Award and the Invitation Award from the Student
League for Black Culture.
He was perhaps best known for his commitment to and genuine
concern for students, often working late hours to help entire classes

for international research and professional

Annelise Gorensek, Megan Novak

Washington, D.C. He did a tour in Germany,

in the U.S. Navy Reserve and served tours

Mills and the Institute of Textile Technology.

Historical Society, and was a sustaining

development. Hillary is studying cognitive

and James Wade, all of whom earned

where he was president of Northern Area

in Brazil and on several different seacraft.

He ended his career at Cone Mills as a textile

member of the Junior League.

psychology in the doctoral program at

degrees in chemistry, have each been

Command Men of the Frankfurt Central

After his discharge he earned additional

engineering consultant. After retiring he

Hassell B. Sledd ’47, October 15,

Duke University.

awarded a three-year National Science

Chapel, and in Verdun, France, where

undergraduate and graduate degrees from

volunteered with International Executive

Johnstown, Pa. After serving in World

devoted to the craft of teaching than almost any college professor

Jonathan Teitloff has joined BrightTag,

Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship,

he was staff judge advocate of Fourth

North Carolina State University and taught

Service Corps as a textile consultant to Third

War II, he earned his doctorate from

I know.” Upon Taylor’s retirement from Furman in 1999, Rogers

a tech start-up in Chicago. He previously

which recognizes scientific achievement at

Logistical Command and a recipient of

vocational agriculture for 18 years. In 1966

World countries. He was a Red Cross volun-

Boston University while holding an assistant

praised his “dedication to the good of Furman and the larger com-

worked in digital marketing management

the undergraduate level and professional

the Verdun Medal. From 1967 to 1974 he

he joined the Sustainable Development

teer, a lay leader in the Methodist church,

professorship at Northeastern University.

munity, his courage and compassion, and his personal integrity.”

at Starcom Worldwide, an advertising

promise in graduate school. Fellows receive

was executive vice president of the South

Policy Institute as a consultant, and in 1979

and a member of the Southern Textile

He taught English at Slippery Rock University

agency.

an annual stipend of $30,000, an additional

Carolina Bankers Association. He also served

he was elected president of the North

Association.

in Pennsylvania for nearly 30 years. He was

College and was active with the Rotary Club of the Foothills. He worked

$10,500 cost-of-education allowance, and

as president of the Southern Conference of

Carolina Vocational Teachers’ Association.

active in the Slippery Rock Rotary Club and

closely with the Minefield Adoption Project, a local program dedicated

opportunities for international research

Bankers Associations and of the South Caro-

He was also on the faculty at North Carolina

the youth exchange program for the district.

to supporting the United Nations’ de-mining effort in coordination with

and professional development. Annelise

lina Society of Association Executives. He

State. In 1966 his family was chosen Family

is pursuing a doctorate in biochemistry

was the first executive director of the South

of the Year for the Western North Carolina

at the University of North Carolina. Megan

Carolina Bar, a two-term president of the

Methodist Conference.

National Association of Bar Executives, and
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understand their assignments. His friend Bill Rogers, now Bennette
E. Geer Professor Emeritus of Literature, once said, “Frank is more

After leaving Furman Taylor taught courses at Greenville Technical

Rotary clubs in Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
He is survived by a sister and a number of nieces and nephews.
Furman held a memorial service for him on August 7.
— JIM STEWART
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Amanda Noyes and Robert Hodges,

11

is studying cancer biology at Northwestern

a member of the House of Delegates of the

Francis Ruth Folk Rogers ’43, April 2,

Dwayne E. King, Sr. ’44, May 12,

June 23. Amanda is a software developer

Erin Gray and Natalie Gruenke have

University, and James is doing graduate

American Bar Association. He and his wife

Orangeburg, S.C. She taught piano and

Greenville. His time at Furman was inter-

with SPARC, and Rob is an account

each been awarded a three-year National

work in analytical chemistry at the

established the DuRant Public Service Award

was active in church music ministry in the

rupted by World War II, during which he

supervisor with Peoplease. They live

Science Foundation Graduate Research

University of Illinois.

with the South Carolina Bar Foundation,

Carolinas. She was vice chair of the Colleton

served a full combat tour and flew 35

in Charleston, S.C.

Fellowship, which recognizes scientific

Brandon Tensley and Sarah “Kitty”

the highest honor awarded to a member of

County Democratic Party and received

missions as a navigator in B-17s. He retired

Garrison Ries and Lauren Swindell,

achievement at the undergraduate level

Tryon have been awarded J. William

the state Bar. Active in the Columbia Rotary

extensive recognition for her leadership

from the Air Force Reserve in 1969 as a

June 16. They live in Daytona Beach, Fla.

and professional promise in graduate

Fulbright Scholarships to serve as English

Club and Richland County March of Dimes,

in the cause of human rights.

major and was employed with JP Stevens

Lauren is a sourcing specialist with Volt

school. Fellows receive an annual stipend

teaching assistants in Germany for the

he chaired the board of trustees of Epworth

Edith Angie Sayer ’43, October 26,

as an accountant. He was involved with the

Workforce Solutions. Garrison is pursuing

of $30,000, an additional $10,500 cost-

2012–13 academic year. The Fulbright

Children’s Home. He was a life member of

Tigerville, S.C. She earned degrees in library

Jaycees, Rotary and Masons.

a Master of Science degree in aeronautics

of-education allowance, and opportunities

is the flagship academic exchange program

the Military Officers Association of America

science from Vanderbilt University’s George

Pauline Bryson Potter ’45, May 6,

IN MEMORIAM:
FRANK TAYLOR
BEFORE COMING TO FURMAN in 1979 as chair of the physics
department, Frank Taylor taught for 12 years at Southern Technical

for international research and professional

between the United States and 155 coun-

and a member of the state forestry asso-

Peabody College for Teachers and served

Myrtle Beach, S.C. She taught science and

development. Erin is studying chemical

tries. At the spring Commencement

ciation.

as a high school librarian and mathematics

math on the middle and high school levels.

synthesis at Princeton University. Natalie

Brandon received the Bradshaw-Feaster

Frances Inez Hair Edwards ’41,

teacher in Georgia for four years and as

Merl Douglas ’46, November 16,

Brittany Aloi was among 37 recipients

is enrolled at Northwestern University,

Medal for General Excellence, given by the

April 14, Rock Hill, S.C. She earned

librarian at Truett-McConnell College for

Lombard, Ill. He was a military veteran

in 1983, when he received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and Janie Earle

(out of 90,000 candidates) of the 2011

where she is studying chemical structure,

faculty to the outstanding male graduate.

a master’s degree from Southern Baptist

two years. She then moved to North

and worked in retail public relations.

Furman Award for Meritorious Teaching.

Elijah Watt Sells Award, presented by

dynamics and mechanism.

Kitty was a member of the women’s soccer

Theological Seminary and retired from

Greenville College, where she was librarian

He was a docent at Brookfield Zoo and

the American Institute of Certified Public

Dusty Roether is a recipient of the Ethel

team and was named to the Southern

teaching with the North Carolina

from 1949 to 1987. She was a member

volunteered at Mayslake Peabody Estate.

why, after 12 years at a technical college, he’d wanted to move to a

Accountants. The award recognizes out-

Carlisle Southern Librarian Scholarship for

Conference Student Athlete Honor Roll.

Department of Education.

of the Southeastern Library Association

Miriam “Mickey” Jones Henderson

liberal arts school: “Here, the slant of what I teach is different. At a tech-

standing performance on the Uniform CPA

2012. He is enrolled in the Master of Library

and the South Carolina Library Association,

’46, May 16, Greenwood, S.C. She was

nical college, application is it. But at a college like Furman, you can justify

Examination. Brittany holds a Master of

and Information Science program at the

DEATHS

Martha Geer Perry ’41, October 25,
Monroe, N.C. She taught school briefly

a six-time Worthy Matron of the Order of

an educator for more than 30 years and

studying something simply because it is interesting. You don’t listen to a

Accountancy degree from North Carolina

University of South Carolina. The Southern

Betty Glenn Harris Curry ’38, May 17,

before going to work for the Thomasville

the Eastern Star, and an Outstanding

was active in the Greenwood Woman’s

symphony because it will lead you to build a better transistor radio. So,

State University and works with Reznick

scholarship is available to a Furman student

Greenwood, S.C. An accomplished pianist,

(N.C.) Times. She was a volunteer for the

Educator of America. Listed in Who’s Who

Club and the Isaqueena Study Club.

who anticipates becoming a librarian or to

she had a long career as an elementary

American Red Cross and the Department

too, in physics, you can see and appreciate the beauty if you aren’t forced

Group in Charlotte, N.C.

of American Women, Personalities of the

Mary Mundy Morgan ’46, March 23,

Tony Anderson has been named boys’

a Furman graduate who is accepted into a

school educator.

of Social Services.

always to be concerned with practical applications.”

South, and Dictionary of International Two

Easley, S.C. She retired as a psychologist

basketball coach at Brashier Middle College

program accredited by the American Library

Robert Nelson DuRant ’40, May 28,

Marcia Linda Bell Crouch ’42,

Thousand Women of Achievement, she was

with the Greenville County School System.

ate who earned advanced degrees from the University of North Carolina.

at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.

10

Institute in Marietta, Ga. His final year there, he was named the school’s
Faculty Member of the Year — an accomplishment he matched at Furman

In an article in the Fall ’83 issue of Furman Reports, Taylor explained

Taylor, who died July 25 at the age of 68, was a Georgia Tech gradu-

Charter High School in Simpsonville, S.C.

Association.

West Columbia, S.C. A graduate of the Uni-

April 1, Decatur, Ga. During World War II

Baptist Women’s director and Girls’ Auxiliary

Lena Wall Glover Perrin ’47, June 1,

Hillary Mullet has been awarded a three-

MARRIAGE: Matthew Giebert and

versity of South Carolina School of Law, he

she worked at Bellevue Hospital Center in

He was skilled at computer programming and was instrumental in intro-

director for the North Greenville Baptist

Greenville. She was a visitor for the Depart-

year National Science Foundation Graduate

Megan Hamilton, May 12. They live

volunteered with the Army Air Corps from

New York City. She was active in the United

Association.

ment of Public Welfare and a member of

ducing computers into the physics curriculum. Under his leadership the

Research Fellowship, which recognizes

in College Station, Texas, where Megan is

1942 to 1946, then returned to active duty

Methodist Women and the Catherine Horst-

Carl W. Sinclair ’43, October 5, Greens-

the Auxiliary of the Piedmont chapter of

scientific achievement at the undergraduate

pursuing a master’s degree in health educa-

in 1950 on a regular Army commission. He

mann Home. She managed the Church of

boro, N.C. He served from 1942–46 in the

the South Carolina Society of Professional

level and professional promise in graduate

tion and Matt is studying for a doctorate in

retired as a lieutenant colonel after serving

the Savior shut-in program and volunteered

Army Air Corps, assigned to the Airways

Engineers. She was also a member of the

school. Fellows receive an annual stipend

political science at Texas A&M University.

as chief trial attorney, Department of the

at the Free Clinic for Animal Health.

Communication System. After completing

Greenville chapter of the South Carolina

Army and Chief Contact Appeals branch

Ward Rhyne Robinson ’42, April 26,

military service and earning his degree he

Genealogical Society, Greenville County

of the Judge Advocate General’s Office in

Cary, N.C. He was commissioned an ensign

worked with JP Stevens, Mohawk Carpet

Historical Society and South Carolina

of $30,000, an additional $10,500 costof-education allowance, and opportunities

12

department acquired high-end computer hardware and software, and
he helped develop an award-winning interdisciplinary computer course.
During his years at Furman Taylor received the student government’s
Rookie of the Year Award and the Invitation Award from the Student
League for Black Culture.
He was perhaps best known for his commitment to and genuine
concern for students, often working late hours to help entire classes

for international research and professional

Annelise Gorensek, Megan Novak

Washington, D.C. He did a tour in Germany,

in the U.S. Navy Reserve and served tours

Mills and the Institute of Textile Technology.

Historical Society, and was a sustaining

development. Hillary is studying cognitive

and James Wade, all of whom earned

where he was president of Northern Area

in Brazil and on several different seacraft.

He ended his career at Cone Mills as a textile

member of the Junior League.

psychology in the doctoral program at

degrees in chemistry, have each been

Command Men of the Frankfurt Central

After his discharge he earned additional

engineering consultant. After retiring he

Hassell B. Sledd ’47, October 15,

Duke University.

awarded a three-year National Science

Chapel, and in Verdun, France, where

undergraduate and graduate degrees from

volunteered with International Executive

Johnstown, Pa. After serving in World

devoted to the craft of teaching than almost any college professor

Jonathan Teitloff has joined BrightTag,

Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship,

he was staff judge advocate of Fourth

North Carolina State University and taught

Service Corps as a textile consultant to Third

War II, he earned his doctorate from

I know.” Upon Taylor’s retirement from Furman in 1999, Rogers

a tech start-up in Chicago. He previously

which recognizes scientific achievement at

Logistical Command and a recipient of

vocational agriculture for 18 years. In 1966

World countries. He was a Red Cross volun-

Boston University while holding an assistant

praised his “dedication to the good of Furman and the larger com-

worked in digital marketing management

the undergraduate level and professional

the Verdun Medal. From 1967 to 1974 he

he joined the Sustainable Development

teer, a lay leader in the Methodist church,

professorship at Northeastern University.

munity, his courage and compassion, and his personal integrity.”

at Starcom Worldwide, an advertising

promise in graduate school. Fellows receive

was executive vice president of the South

Policy Institute as a consultant, and in 1979

and a member of the Southern Textile

He taught English at Slippery Rock University

agency.

an annual stipend of $30,000, an additional

Carolina Bankers Association. He also served

he was elected president of the North

Association.

in Pennsylvania for nearly 30 years. He was

College and was active with the Rotary Club of the Foothills. He worked

$10,500 cost-of-education allowance, and

as president of the Southern Conference of

Carolina Vocational Teachers’ Association.

active in the Slippery Rock Rotary Club and

closely with the Minefield Adoption Project, a local program dedicated

opportunities for international research

Bankers Associations and of the South Caro-

He was also on the faculty at North Carolina

the youth exchange program for the district.

to supporting the United Nations’ de-mining effort in coordination with

and professional development. Annelise

lina Society of Association Executives. He

State. In 1966 his family was chosen Family

is pursuing a doctorate in biochemistry

was the first executive director of the South

of the Year for the Western North Carolina

at the University of North Carolina. Megan

Carolina Bar, a two-term president of the

Methodist Conference.

National Association of Bar Executives, and
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understand their assignments. His friend Bill Rogers, now Bennette
E. Geer Professor Emeritus of Literature, once said, “Frank is more

After leaving Furman Taylor taught courses at Greenville Technical

Rotary clubs in Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina.
He is survived by a sister and a number of nieces and nephews.
Furman held a memorial service for him on August 7.
— JIM STEWART
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Trustees name JOYNER FIRST recipient of RILEY MEDAL
THE LATE C. DAN JOYNER is the first recipient of
the Richard W. Riley Medal for Promise and Achievement, presented at the spring Commencement.
The award was established in April by the board
of trustees to honor Riley, the 1954 Furman graduate
who served as governor of South Carolina and U.S.
Secretary of Education. Riley completed his term as
chair of the board June 30.
Joyner (left), who died in January, was a 1959
graduate, a leading Greenville businessman, a Furman
trustee and an ardent supporter of the university and

mathematics building and the Riley Institute at Furman

especially the athletics program. His wife, Katherine

are named, has had a long and distinguished career

Poole Joyner ’60, and children accepted the award.

in public service. He was Secretary of Education in

Betty Jane Glenn Rowland ’49,

Mary Lou Joyce Cooper ’51, October

Florence Josephine Rice McGee ’52,

April 11, Spartanburg, S.C. She was

7, Pittsboro, N.C. She taught in the public

June 3, Spartanburg, S.C. She did graduate

a co-owner of Rowland Radiator Service

schools of North Carolina.

work at Southern Baptist Theological Semi-

and was a teacher in Spartanburg District 7.

William Harold Hill ’51, April 5,

nary, was a church organist and soloist, and

She and her husband, Vernon, were

Hendersonville, Tenn. After graduating

was editor of 12 cookbooks.

benefactors to many churches through

from the Medical University of South

Arolyn Jean Dow Antognoni ’53,

the Pew Bible Ministry, which they

Carolina in 1958, he served his residency

June 5, Jefferson, Maine. She taught home

established.

at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.

economics for two years in Greenville before

Malcolm Evans Ward, Jr. ’49, October

He went on to establish Hill Radiology,

returning to her hometown of Augusta,

When he died June 2 at his home near

21, Blythewood, S.C. He served in the

where he practiced until his retirement.

Maine, and taking a position as a home

Atlanta at the age of 89, relatives and

U.S. Navy before enrolling at Furman,

Martha Marie Teague Lewis ’51,

service advisor. A singer, she performed

colleagues remembered him as much

then enjoyed a 39-year career with General

October 19, Greenville. In 1958 she and her

with church choirs, the CMP Lamplighters

for his generosity and friendly nature

Motors Acceptance Corporation. He was

husband were appointed by the Southern

Chorus and the Bank of Maine Bicentennial

as for the contributions he made to

a member of the Jaycees and Kiwanis clubs.

Baptist Home Mission Board as church

Singers. She was a member of the Jefferson

the company’s growth into one of the

Jimmie Morris Abernathy ’50, January

planters in Ohio. In 1965 they were called

and Whitefield Historical societies, a board

nation’s leading airlines.

18, Franklin, Tenn. She was a teacher.

by the International Mission Board as mis-

member of the Clary Lake Cemetery Asso-

Ira I. Bledsoe, Jr. ’50, October 17,

sionaries to Trinidad, and they remained in

ciation, a sewing instructor for Augusta

told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution of a time early in her career

GARRETT WAS DELTA LEADER
DURING HIS 41 YEARS with Delta
Air Lines, David Garrett rose through
the ranks to become chief executive
officer and chairman of the board.

Jackie B. Pate, formerly in corporate communications with Delta,

the Clinton administration and governor of South

Richmond, Va. He earned a master’s degree

international mission work for 29 years.

Adult Education, and a loon count volunteer

when Garrett spotted her at a local restaurant. “He saw me, and

said, “The board voted unanimously to honor Dan

Carolina from 1979–87. In 1986 he was cited as one

from Southwestern Baptist Theological

William B. Phillips ’51 (M.Ed. ’60), April

for the Maine Audubon Society.

more than that, he knew my name,” she said. “I think that impressed

Joyner in recognition of his many contributions to the

of the three most effective governors in the nation

Seminary, studied at Southern Baptist

11, Greenville. An All-Southern Conference

Henry Lawrence Sanderson, Jr. ’53,

me more than anything, because I hadn’t been with the company

Greenville community and to his alma mater, both of

by Newsweek magazine, and in 2008 he was named

Theological Seminary, and served as

baseball player at Furman, he went on to

May 21, Wilmington, N.C. H.L. was

long . . . But he thought enough to come and say hello to my

which he loved so much and supported so faithfully.

one of the top 10 Cabinet members of the 20th

minister of education at several churches.

serve in the U.S. Army. He managed and

a farmer and businessman in Duplin

century by Time. Today he is a senior partner in

Sarah Burch Gregg ’50, April 23, Mount

played on the baseball team at South Caro-

County, N.C. He was active in the North

husband and me.”

His devotion and commitment to his family, to his
hometown and to Furman were unsurpassed.”

the law firm of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Pleasant, S.C. She taught in North Carolina

lina’s Fort Jackson before signing with the

Carolina Baptist Association and was

and its affiliate, EducationCounsel.

before moving to Wilmington, Del., where

Philadelphia Athletics. After an injury ended

named Duplin County Red Cross Volunteer

she earned a master’s degree and taught

his professional career, he coached baseball,

of the Year in 2000.

kindergarten for 25 years.

basketball and football at Greenville High,

Walter Leslie Brown ’54, May 22,

Mahala Cochran Mohorn ’50, April 17,

then moved to Wade Hampton High in

Miami, Fla. Les was a retired major in the

Rocky Mount, N.C. She was a teacher for

1969 as athletic director, football coach and

U.S. Army and headed the Dade County
Department of Building and Zoning.

In making the presentation, President Rod Smolla

Riley, for whom the computer science and

Edwin Bazil Commins, Jr. ’48, June

William Bates Hair, Jr. ’49, May 6,

Insurance Department, he worked as an

Such was Garrett’s way, said his son, David III, who told the
newspaper that his father cultivated a family atmosphere among
employees: “He always took the interest of the people of the
company to heart.”
A native of Pickens, S.C., Garrett joined Delta as a reservation
agent in 1946 after serving in the Army Air Corps in World War II.
He held a number of leadership positions before being named presi-

2, Charleston, S.C. He was a World War II

Gastonia, N.C. He served in the Naval

insurance examiner for the states of Georgia

more than 30 years with the Nash-Rocky

baseball coach. He started Fellowship of

veteran, serving in the U.S. Army Air Force

Air Corps for three years during World War

and Delaware. He was a Mason and a Shri-

Mount City Schools.

Christian Athletes chapters at both schools

William Hardeman George, Jr. ’54,

in Iceland for four years. Afterward he

II. He was employed by Groves Thread Com-

ner and a Harley Davidson enthusiast.

James Adam O’Neal, Jr. ’50,

and was a member of the FCA board at his

March 24, Richmond, Va. A U.S. Army

coached and taught at Walterboro (S.C.)

pany as head of the fiber department

Betty Warren Morgan ’49, March 27,

October 25, Ocala, Fla. He was a U.S.

death. He coached in the Shrine Bowl and

veteran, he worked for Hardwick Stove

retiring in 1987 he remained on the board of directors until 1994.

High School for five years and for eight

and as a director of the company. He

Raleigh, N.C. She was a social worker for

Army Air Corps veteran of World War II

the North-South all-star game, was named

Company as a district sales manager.

In 2009 Delta dedicated a Boeing 777-200LR aircraft in his name.

years at St. Paul’s High School on Yonges

was also associated with Avon Bonded

the county and state.

and a retired realtor.

the South Carolina Coaches and Athletic

Clinton A. Richardson ’54, April 29,

dent in 1971. He added the title of CEO in 1978 and held both posts
until 1983, when he became chairman of the board and CEO. After

He was a member of the Aviation Hall of Fame and was the
International Airline Industry’s Man of the Year in 1981.

Island. In 1963 he became athletic director

Warehouse, the Ambassador Company,

Max McGee Rice ’49, May 6, Colorado

Bobby Lewis Watson ’50, October 15,

Directors State Coach of the Year for 1980-

Seneca, S.C. He earned a Doctor of

and head basketball and football coach

Heavener Ozier Company and Quinn

Springs, Colo. After serving in the Air Force

Greenville. He was the personnel director

81, and was elected to the Greater Green-

Theology degree from Texas Theological
Seminary. He was pastor of churches in

board of trustees and was a member of the Advisory Council and the

A strong Furman supporter, Garrett served two terms on the

at St. Andrews High in Charleston. He

Cotton Company. He was a member

he became vice president of Rice Mills,

for several companies before starting a tem-

ville Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991. The city

left teaching briefly to work in sales, but

of the American Philatelic Society and

a family business. He resigned in 1960

porary employment agency, Girl Friday, Inc.

also honored him for his success as coach of

the Carolinas and Kentucky, served in a

Heritage Society. Furman presented him an honorary Doctor of Laws

returned to work in the Charleston schools

the American Legion.

to devote himself to Christian ministry.

He was former president of the Greenville

American Legion teams. In 1994 he received

prison ministry and did evangelistic work.

degree in 1982, and he also received the Distinguished Alumni and

until his retirement.

Lois Odom Looper ’49, April 30,

In 1965 he and his wife founded Look-Up

Area Personnel Association and was active

the state’s highest civilian honor, the Order

Jacqueline Horne Short ’54, May

Bell Tower awards. The David C. Garrett, Jr., Presidential Scholarship

Eleanor Ashley DeVore ’48, October

Hiawassee, Ga. She was a teacher.

Lodge Christian Retreat Center, where he

in the South Carolina Genealogical Society.

of the Palmetto. A baseball scholarship in

13, Greenville. She was active in First

is awarded annually, and in 1989 Delta established the David C.

27, Honea Path, S.C. She taught in Green-

Jeanne Young Martin ’49, July 4,

was executive director and principal Bible

He was involved with the South Carolina

his name has been established at Furman.

Presbyterian Church and a life member

Garrett, Jr., Chair in Economics, currently held by Jeff Yankow.

ville and Charleston counties and in Ander-

2011, Asheville, N.C.

teacher for 30 years. He was president of

Coastal Conservation League, the Greenville

Dallas Whatley Griffin, Sr. ’52, April

of Presbyterian Women of the Church.

A road to the university’s amphitheater is named in Garrett’s honor.

son District 2, from which she retired.

Ivy Glenn McWhorter ’49, April 4,

Christian Camping International/USA,

County Historical Preservation Commission,

12, Greenville. He owned and operated

Aurelia Avery Edwards ’48, April 13,

Columbia, S.C. He served in the Navy,

vice president of the South Carolina Baptist

the Carolina Backcountry Studies Group,

J.M. Griffin and Son Fuel Oil and Hardware.

Constitution, “When I heard about his passing, I just had to take

Augusta, Ga. She was an accountant with

Marines and Army, retiring from the Marines

Convention, president of the South Carolina

the Sierra Club, and Upstate Forever.

A U.S. Air Force veteran, he was a certified

a moment, because it wasn’t like I was hearing about a guy I worked

and the Army as a major. He was a member

Baptist Brotherhood, and chair of the

He was also a tenor soloist in the Upstate

master gardener, a member of the Green-

trustees of Anderson College. He wrote

for more than 30 years.

ville Genealogy Society, and a former board

for 20 years ago, but it was like hearing your grandfather died.”

of the Fellow Life Management Institute.
After retiring from the South Carolina

four books on Christian living.

Fuller, Frost and Associates.
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Bob Coggin, a former executive at Delta, told the Journal-

member of Bankers Trust.
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Trustees name JOYNER FIRST recipient of RILEY MEDAL
THE LATE C. DAN JOYNER is the first recipient of
the Richard W. Riley Medal for Promise and Achievement, presented at the spring Commencement.
The award was established in April by the board
of trustees to honor Riley, the 1954 Furman graduate
who served as governor of South Carolina and U.S.
Secretary of Education. Riley completed his term as
chair of the board June 30.
Joyner (left), who died in January, was a 1959
graduate, a leading Greenville businessman, a Furman
trustee and an ardent supporter of the university and

mathematics building and the Riley Institute at Furman

especially the athletics program. His wife, Katherine

are named, has had a long and distinguished career

Poole Joyner ’60, and children accepted the award.

in public service. He was Secretary of Education in

Betty Jane Glenn Rowland ’49,

Mary Lou Joyce Cooper ’51, October

Florence Josephine Rice McGee ’52,

April 11, Spartanburg, S.C. She was

7, Pittsboro, N.C. She taught in the public

June 3, Spartanburg, S.C. She did graduate

a co-owner of Rowland Radiator Service

schools of North Carolina.

work at Southern Baptist Theological Semi-

and was a teacher in Spartanburg District 7.

William Harold Hill ’51, April 5,

nary, was a church organist and soloist, and

She and her husband, Vernon, were

Hendersonville, Tenn. After graduating

was editor of 12 cookbooks.

benefactors to many churches through

from the Medical University of South

Arolyn Jean Dow Antognoni ’53,

the Pew Bible Ministry, which they

Carolina in 1958, he served his residency

June 5, Jefferson, Maine. She taught home

established.

at Vanderbilt University Medical Center.

economics for two years in Greenville before

Malcolm Evans Ward, Jr. ’49, October

He went on to establish Hill Radiology,

returning to her hometown of Augusta,

When he died June 2 at his home near

21, Blythewood, S.C. He served in the

where he practiced until his retirement.

Maine, and taking a position as a home

Atlanta at the age of 89, relatives and

U.S. Navy before enrolling at Furman,

Martha Marie Teague Lewis ’51,

service advisor. A singer, she performed

colleagues remembered him as much

then enjoyed a 39-year career with General

October 19, Greenville. In 1958 she and her

with church choirs, the CMP Lamplighters

for his generosity and friendly nature

Motors Acceptance Corporation. He was

husband were appointed by the Southern

Chorus and the Bank of Maine Bicentennial

as for the contributions he made to

a member of the Jaycees and Kiwanis clubs.

Baptist Home Mission Board as church

Singers. She was a member of the Jefferson

the company’s growth into one of the

Jimmie Morris Abernathy ’50, January

planters in Ohio. In 1965 they were called

and Whitefield Historical societies, a board

nation’s leading airlines.

18, Franklin, Tenn. She was a teacher.

by the International Mission Board as mis-

member of the Clary Lake Cemetery Asso-

Ira I. Bledsoe, Jr. ’50, October 17,

sionaries to Trinidad, and they remained in

ciation, a sewing instructor for Augusta

told the Atlanta Journal-Constitution of a time early in her career

GARRETT WAS DELTA LEADER
DURING HIS 41 YEARS with Delta
Air Lines, David Garrett rose through
the ranks to become chief executive
officer and chairman of the board.

Jackie B. Pate, formerly in corporate communications with Delta,

the Clinton administration and governor of South

Richmond, Va. He earned a master’s degree

international mission work for 29 years.

Adult Education, and a loon count volunteer

when Garrett spotted her at a local restaurant. “He saw me, and

said, “The board voted unanimously to honor Dan

Carolina from 1979–87. In 1986 he was cited as one

from Southwestern Baptist Theological

William B. Phillips ’51 (M.Ed. ’60), April

for the Maine Audubon Society.

more than that, he knew my name,” she said. “I think that impressed

Joyner in recognition of his many contributions to the

of the three most effective governors in the nation

Seminary, studied at Southern Baptist

11, Greenville. An All-Southern Conference

Henry Lawrence Sanderson, Jr. ’53,

me more than anything, because I hadn’t been with the company

Greenville community and to his alma mater, both of

by Newsweek magazine, and in 2008 he was named

Theological Seminary, and served as

baseball player at Furman, he went on to

May 21, Wilmington, N.C. H.L. was

long . . . But he thought enough to come and say hello to my

which he loved so much and supported so faithfully.

one of the top 10 Cabinet members of the 20th

minister of education at several churches.

serve in the U.S. Army. He managed and

a farmer and businessman in Duplin

century by Time. Today he is a senior partner in

Sarah Burch Gregg ’50, April 23, Mount

played on the baseball team at South Caro-

County, N.C. He was active in the North

husband and me.”

His devotion and commitment to his family, to his
hometown and to Furman were unsurpassed.”

the law firm of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough

Pleasant, S.C. She taught in North Carolina

lina’s Fort Jackson before signing with the

Carolina Baptist Association and was

and its affiliate, EducationCounsel.

before moving to Wilmington, Del., where

Philadelphia Athletics. After an injury ended

named Duplin County Red Cross Volunteer

she earned a master’s degree and taught

his professional career, he coached baseball,

of the Year in 2000.

kindergarten for 25 years.

basketball and football at Greenville High,

Walter Leslie Brown ’54, May 22,

Mahala Cochran Mohorn ’50, April 17,

then moved to Wade Hampton High in

Miami, Fla. Les was a retired major in the

Rocky Mount, N.C. She was a teacher for

1969 as athletic director, football coach and

U.S. Army and headed the Dade County
Department of Building and Zoning.

In making the presentation, President Rod Smolla

Riley, for whom the computer science and

Edwin Bazil Commins, Jr. ’48, June

William Bates Hair, Jr. ’49, May 6,

Insurance Department, he worked as an

Such was Garrett’s way, said his son, David III, who told the
newspaper that his father cultivated a family atmosphere among
employees: “He always took the interest of the people of the
company to heart.”
A native of Pickens, S.C., Garrett joined Delta as a reservation
agent in 1946 after serving in the Army Air Corps in World War II.
He held a number of leadership positions before being named presi-

2, Charleston, S.C. He was a World War II

Gastonia, N.C. He served in the Naval

insurance examiner for the states of Georgia

more than 30 years with the Nash-Rocky

baseball coach. He started Fellowship of

veteran, serving in the U.S. Army Air Force

Air Corps for three years during World War

and Delaware. He was a Mason and a Shri-

Mount City Schools.

Christian Athletes chapters at both schools

William Hardeman George, Jr. ’54,

in Iceland for four years. Afterward he

II. He was employed by Groves Thread Com-

ner and a Harley Davidson enthusiast.

James Adam O’Neal, Jr. ’50,

and was a member of the FCA board at his

March 24, Richmond, Va. A U.S. Army

coached and taught at Walterboro (S.C.)

pany as head of the fiber department

Betty Warren Morgan ’49, March 27,

October 25, Ocala, Fla. He was a U.S.

death. He coached in the Shrine Bowl and

veteran, he worked for Hardwick Stove

retiring in 1987 he remained on the board of directors until 1994.

High School for five years and for eight

and as a director of the company. He

Raleigh, N.C. She was a social worker for

Army Air Corps veteran of World War II

the North-South all-star game, was named

Company as a district sales manager.

In 2009 Delta dedicated a Boeing 777-200LR aircraft in his name.

years at St. Paul’s High School on Yonges

was also associated with Avon Bonded

the county and state.

and a retired realtor.

the South Carolina Coaches and Athletic

Clinton A. Richardson ’54, April 29,

dent in 1971. He added the title of CEO in 1978 and held both posts
until 1983, when he became chairman of the board and CEO. After

He was a member of the Aviation Hall of Fame and was the
International Airline Industry’s Man of the Year in 1981.

Island. In 1963 he became athletic director

Warehouse, the Ambassador Company,

Max McGee Rice ’49, May 6, Colorado

Bobby Lewis Watson ’50, October 15,

Directors State Coach of the Year for 1980-

Seneca, S.C. He earned a Doctor of

and head basketball and football coach

Heavener Ozier Company and Quinn

Springs, Colo. After serving in the Air Force

Greenville. He was the personnel director

81, and was elected to the Greater Green-

Theology degree from Texas Theological
Seminary. He was pastor of churches in

board of trustees and was a member of the Advisory Council and the

A strong Furman supporter, Garrett served two terms on the

at St. Andrews High in Charleston. He

Cotton Company. He was a member

he became vice president of Rice Mills,

for several companies before starting a tem-

ville Baseball Hall of Fame in 1991. The city

left teaching briefly to work in sales, but

of the American Philatelic Society and

a family business. He resigned in 1960

porary employment agency, Girl Friday, Inc.

also honored him for his success as coach of

the Carolinas and Kentucky, served in a

Heritage Society. Furman presented him an honorary Doctor of Laws

returned to work in the Charleston schools

the American Legion.

to devote himself to Christian ministry.

He was former president of the Greenville

American Legion teams. In 1994 he received

prison ministry and did evangelistic work.

degree in 1982, and he also received the Distinguished Alumni and

until his retirement.

Lois Odom Looper ’49, April 30,

In 1965 he and his wife founded Look-Up

Area Personnel Association and was active

the state’s highest civilian honor, the Order

Jacqueline Horne Short ’54, May

Bell Tower awards. The David C. Garrett, Jr., Presidential Scholarship

Eleanor Ashley DeVore ’48, October

Hiawassee, Ga. She was a teacher.

Lodge Christian Retreat Center, where he

in the South Carolina Genealogical Society.

of the Palmetto. A baseball scholarship in

13, Greenville. She was active in First

is awarded annually, and in 1989 Delta established the David C.

27, Honea Path, S.C. She taught in Green-

Jeanne Young Martin ’49, July 4,

was executive director and principal Bible

He was involved with the South Carolina

his name has been established at Furman.

Presbyterian Church and a life member

Garrett, Jr., Chair in Economics, currently held by Jeff Yankow.

ville and Charleston counties and in Ander-

2011, Asheville, N.C.

teacher for 30 years. He was president of

Coastal Conservation League, the Greenville

Dallas Whatley Griffin, Sr. ’52, April

of Presbyterian Women of the Church.

A road to the university’s amphitheater is named in Garrett’s honor.

son District 2, from which she retired.

Ivy Glenn McWhorter ’49, April 4,

Christian Camping International/USA,

County Historical Preservation Commission,

12, Greenville. He owned and operated

Aurelia Avery Edwards ’48, April 13,

Columbia, S.C. He served in the Navy,

vice president of the South Carolina Baptist

the Carolina Backcountry Studies Group,

J.M. Griffin and Son Fuel Oil and Hardware.

Constitution, “When I heard about his passing, I just had to take

Augusta, Ga. She was an accountant with

Marines and Army, retiring from the Marines

Convention, president of the South Carolina

the Sierra Club, and Upstate Forever.

A U.S. Air Force veteran, he was a certified

a moment, because it wasn’t like I was hearing about a guy I worked

and the Army as a major. He was a member

Baptist Brotherhood, and chair of the

He was also a tenor soloist in the Upstate

master gardener, a member of the Green-

trustees of Anderson College. He wrote

for more than 30 years.

ville Genealogy Society, and a former board

for 20 years ago, but it was like hearing your grandfather died.”

of the Fellow Life Management Institute.
After retiring from the South Carolina

four books on Christian living.

Fuller, Frost and Associates.
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Bob Coggin, a former executive at Delta, told the Journal-

member of Bankers Trust.
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George Russell Sutton, Sr. ’54,

Max Edward Robinson ’59, April 23,

Michael Thomas Agency. She opened Dale

Thomas Jefferson Walker ’71, May

June 1, Greenville. Russ was an out-

Slater, S.C. He was a U.S. Air Force disabled

Davis & Co. in 1976 and then merged with

9, Greenville. He studied at Cambridge

GRADES DO NOT DETERMINE DESTINY.

standing football and baseball player at

veteran of the Korean Conflict.

Harris Spylios in 1988 to form Davis Spylios

University in England and worked as a

Jim Thigpen ’67 got a “D” in acting class

graduating our first class in June, 1967. Jim

Furman, earning all-state, all-conference

Hazel Douglas Ross ’62 (M.A. ’82),

Management. Visit paulettealden.com

freelance writer.

at Furman. But that less-than-stellar mark did

was in it. He likes to describe himself as Fur-

and honorable mention All-America honors.

March 25, Abingdon, Va. She was a teacher.

to read author Paulette Bates Alden’s

Robin Elizabeth Walton Hendricks

tribute to Dale in her blog entry titled

Crossley ’72, March 28, Greenville. She

man’s first drama major, and in one sense

He also played semi-pro baseball during the

Dewey James Toney, M.A.’62, May 14,

not deter him, because in the ensuing decades

Forest City, N.C. A Navy veteran of World

taught for 25 years at Easley (S.C.) High

that’s true, for the other two students who

summers and was signed by the Cleveland

“Big Love: Dale Davis (1939–2012).”

he managed to alter the theatrical landscape

War II, he taught in North Carolina, Georgia

Paul Edward Blackmon ’64, November

School and was a member of Delta Kappa

graduated from the drama and speech depart-

Indians. After graduating he entered the

in South Carolina for the better as a producer,

Army, where he organized and coached

and Florida, and in military dependent

4, Tigerville, S.C. He retired from the state

Gamma.

director and, yes, actor.

ment that year were more interested in speech,

the 4th Armor Group football team for

schools.

Department of Natural Resources. He was

Ellen Edwards Burnham, M.A.’73,

the European command. He completed

Charles Jackson Tucker ’62, May 16,

a charter member of the Tigerville Volunteer

April 28, Simpsonville, S.C. She retired

military service and joined Carolina Radio

Rock Hill, S.C. Jack taught in a Greenville

Fire Department and later was elected

from the Greenville County School System

Supply Company as industrial sales mana-

high school for a year before pursuing

commissioner.

after 30 years as a teacher.

ger. At his death he owned American

graduate work at the University of Georgia.

Theresa Bingham McNeill, M.A. ’65,

Hannah Lever Wishman ’74, October

Wiping Cloth, Inc. In 1990 he was inducted

He then taught at Furman, the University

Woodruff, S.C. She was a retired educator,

24, Greenville. Nan was a librarian at Beck

into the Sumter (S.C.) Sports Hall of Fame

of Alabama and Clark College of Atlanta

having served as the first guidance coun-

Middle School.

and the Furman Athletic Hall of Fame.

University before joining the faculty at

selor at League Middle School in Greenville.

Charles “Bud” Baumgardner ’55,

Winthrop University in Rock Hill in 1980.

She was also a talented seamstress, quilt-

December 25, Clovis, Calif.

There he served as chair of the sociology

maker and competitive card player.

Walter Andrew King ’55, May 24,

department for 18 years. After stepping

Bennett Ray Skelton ’65, May 8,

Cleveland, S.C. Andy was a standout

down as chair he continued teaching

Greenville. He owned and operated Skelton

October 5, Swansea, S.C. He graduated

football player who served in the U.S.

until his retirement in 2006, when he was

Landscaping and Construction. In 1975

from the University of South Carolina

an answer to a question. “We asked ourselves:

Marine Corps during the Korean War.

awarded emeritus status. In retirement he

his company was responsible for planting

School of Law and worked in civil service

‘What is missing in this town?’ Community

He was a retired salesman and a member

volunteered with the Adult Literacy Center

the first trees on Main Street in Greenville,

in South Carolina.

theatres had their own missions, but the work

commit to producing it, even though the writer is

to know how to motivate some more than others.

of the American Quarter Horse Association.

and the York County Public Library. He was

which contributed to the revitalization of

Walter Jackson Coleman, Jr. ’83,

was nothing to really sink your teeth into. So we

totally unknown . . .

The major difference is that during a play you can’t

Lester C. Rich ’55, April 16, Greenville.

president of the Southern Demographic

the city. A decorated Air Force veteran, he

March 29, Jacksonville, Fla. Jack was

decided to bring in shows that other theatres never

Jack was a minister with many Upstate

Association and was active in the American

served during the Korean War from 1951-

a talented musician and played with

do, the stuff that’s popular Off-Broadway. That’s

agement at the very moment I needed it most. I’ve since

churches.

Sociology Association and the Population

53. He was a commander of the Veterans

a band named Rock City Angels. He

our niche, and we wanted to make the work

been incredibly lucky in my career, and very grateful for

the Thigpens have handed the house keys over to their

“We instituted a major in drama that year,

whereas Jim was hooked on theatre.”

Since 1985 Thigpen and his wife, Kay,

Thigpen says being a jock did not endear

have run Trustus Theatre in Columbia, a professional non-profit theatre that specializes

him to many in the department, but his

in cutting-edge, provocative works that most

brother was working as an actor and he

theatres won’t consider. Under the Thigpens’

wanted to do the same. “I broke the stereo-

aegis, Trustus gained a national reputation for

type,” he says. “It’s too bad that we don’t

excellence and earned the right to be the first

bridge that gap between artists and athletes

Wanda B. Adams ’76, June 14,

in the Southeast to premiere many of the most

more often.”

Greenville. She was retired from the

important plays and musicals of the past three

city’s Department of Social Services.

decades, including Falsettos and Pulitzer Prize

school wrestling for a few years. He says

P. Lawrence Hoffman ’78,

winner Angels in America.

many skills transfer from gym to stage,

After college Thigpen coached high

“especially in terms of psychology. In both

Jim Thigpen says Trustus was created as
C. ALUKA BERRY/THE STATE MEDIA CO.

you work as a team, you need to identify
strengths and weaknesses, and you have

“Jim took that risk with me, and it gave me encour-

scream from the sidelines.”
Now, 27 years after Trustus opened its doors,

Hilda King Wright ’55, May 11,

Association of America. He chaired the

of Foreign Wars and was active in prison

was also a master artisan with stone,

accessible. Instead of a stuffy experience, at Trustus

all the support I’ve received, but Jim and Trustus were

successors. Their departure has not been unnoticed.

Greenville. She attended Southwestern

Policy Board of the South Carolina

ministry.

creating one-of-a-kind designs and
installations. He was an avid skeet

In June they received the Silver Crescent Award for out-

Gerontology Center from 1992–99 and

there first, and for that I will always be in their debt.”

Baptist Theological Seminary and served as

Steven R. Straub ’67, March 30,

we’ve always sold beer and had munchies on the

minister of music at several South Carolina

was a consultant on aging with the state

Lawrenceville, Ga. A U.S. Navy veteran, he

shooter in his youth and won the

churches. She retired as a teacher from

Department of Health and Human Services.

was a sales manager with Bostik Regional

national Triple Crown award when

League Academy in Greenville.

He served as chair of the Mature Adults

Products.

he was 12.

James Cohen Arms ’57, October 22,

Subcommittee of the S.C. Long Term Care

Larry Davis ’68, May 14, Durham, N.C.

Daniel Bruce Gentry ’83, October 30,

Guyton, Ga. He was pastor of several

Council and Human Services Coordinating

He served in the U.S. Army from 1970–72,

Greenville. Bruce was a teacher and

Baptist churches in South Carolina before

Council, and he was co-author of York

including a year in Vietnam.

musician and worked as an actor with

relocating to Johnson City, Tenn., where

County South Carolina, Its People and Its

Helen Anna Bragg, M.A. ’69,

the National Shakespeare Co.

he was pastor of Pinecrest Baptist Church

Heritage, published in 1983.

June 12, Greenville. She retired in 1986

William Robert Hudgens, Jr. ’83,

and studied for a master’s degree in English

Gail Clarkston Crusco ’63, October 21,

after 38 years with the Greenville County

May 16, Spartanburg, S.C. Bobby was

at East Tennessee State University. He even-

Greenville. She was an artist who worked

School System, completing her career

tually moved to Savannah, Ga., where he

in oils, acrylics and stained glass. She was

as an education supervisor.

led Cresthill Baptist Church for 21 years. In

also a master gardener and a member of

David Russell Stone ’71, November 7,

1991 he began an 18-year career as a staff

Mary Truesdale and Laurens Road garden

Seneca, S.C. He was a partner with Deloitte

chaplain at Memorial Health University Med-

clubs. She taught reading for the Greenville

ical Center in Savannah, and in 1992 he and
his wife were commissioned as chaplains by
the Georgia Baptist Convention.

York, N.Y. A theatrical manager who repre-
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table, and comfortable chairs.”

Thigpen, a Chicago native, has long pushed the

standing service to the state — the perfect companion

boundaries of people’s sensibilities. He enrolled at

to the Verner Award, the highest honor the state gives

as when swastikas were painted on the theatre’s

Furman in the early ’60s after a stint in the Navy,

in the arts, which Trustus received in 2000.

door and walls during a production of Bent, a play

arriving with three extra years of life experience . . .

about two gay men in a Nazi concentration camp.

and a tattoo.

Occasionally a show has provoked local ire, such

But, as often happens, the resulting controversy
boosted ticket sales.
Trustus has also helped jump-start careers like

“No one had a tattoo,” says Thigpen. “It caused
quite a stir. I was a big-city kid and didn’t really fit in,
but that made the entire experience fascinating.”

In retirement, Thigpen says he and Kay want to
get to know each other again. “We lived and worked
together as a couple for 27 years. It’s amazing we’ve
made it through.”
Before they started Trustus, the Thigpens took a trip
to Key West, Fla. Afterward they talked about visiting

that of David Lindsay-Abaire, whose Tony Award-

He soon joined a fraternity (Centaur), met his first

a supervisor with Old Dominion Freightline.

nominated works include Rabbit Hole, which won

wife (Sally Boyd, with whom he remains friendly), and

the other end of the East Coast. Now, almost three

William Banks Patrick III ’93, October

the Pulitzer Prize in 2007. In 1995, Lindsay-Abaire

started Furman’s wrestling team, which he captained

decades later, they’re taking that road trip to Maine.

4, Phoenix, Ariz. Banks completed law

was struggling to get anything produced when

and coached his sophomore year. And that was not

“We’re gonna eat some lobster,” says Jim.

school at the University of South Carolina.

Thigpen called and said Trustus wanted to present

to be his only Furman first.

Consulting, serving as a computer consul-

He taught English in Japan for two years,

his play A Show of Hands.

Literacy Association and was a realtor.

tant in the Charlotte, N.C., office. After

followed by several years in Vail, Colo.,

memories of the time: “In the spring of 1966 I directed

The author, a 1991 graduate, is resident playwright

Eleanor Dale Davis ’63, April 27, New

moving to Seneca he worked for several

where he worked with adults with

being on the frontline of American drama, discovering

Inherit the Wind, and Jim auditioned. I immediately cast

for Gotham Stage Company in New York City. His latest

years with Westpoint Stevens.

disabilities. At his death he was studying

new talents and producing new plays, but very few

him as Bertram Cates, and he was excellent in the role.

work, In a Town Near Faith, was performed June 11

sented actors, writers and directors for more

at Midwestern University to become

will actually take the risks that Jim and Trustus take.

. . . From then on, Jim was either onstage or backstage

as part of the company’s SPRINGboard New Works

than 40 years, Dale began her career at the

a physician assistant.

Jim is willing to pull a script off a pile of plays and

for every show we did until he graduated.

Reading Series.

Lindsay-Abaire writes, “Many theatres brag about

— RANDALL DAVID COOK

Retired drama professor Phil Hill e-mailed his
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In June they received the Silver Crescent Award for out-

Gerontology Center from 1992–99 and

there first, and for that I will always be in their debt.”

Baptist Theological Seminary and served as

Steven R. Straub ’67, March 30,

we’ve always sold beer and had munchies on the

minister of music at several South Carolina

was a consultant on aging with the state

Lawrenceville, Ga. A U.S. Navy veteran, he

shooter in his youth and won the

churches. She retired as a teacher from

Department of Health and Human Services.

was a sales manager with Bostik Regional

national Triple Crown award when

League Academy in Greenville.

He served as chair of the Mature Adults

Products.

he was 12.

James Cohen Arms ’57, October 22,

Subcommittee of the S.C. Long Term Care

Larry Davis ’68, May 14, Durham, N.C.

Daniel Bruce Gentry ’83, October 30,

Guyton, Ga. He was pastor of several

Council and Human Services Coordinating

He served in the U.S. Army from 1970–72,

Greenville. Bruce was a teacher and

Baptist churches in South Carolina before

Council, and he was co-author of York

including a year in Vietnam.

musician and worked as an actor with

relocating to Johnson City, Tenn., where

County South Carolina, Its People and Its

Helen Anna Bragg, M.A. ’69,

the National Shakespeare Co.

he was pastor of Pinecrest Baptist Church

Heritage, published in 1983.

June 12, Greenville. She retired in 1986

William Robert Hudgens, Jr. ’83,

and studied for a master’s degree in English

Gail Clarkston Crusco ’63, October 21,

after 38 years with the Greenville County

May 16, Spartanburg, S.C. Bobby was

at East Tennessee State University. He even-

Greenville. She was an artist who worked

School System, completing her career

tually moved to Savannah, Ga., where he

in oils, acrylics and stained glass. She was

as an education supervisor.

led Cresthill Baptist Church for 21 years. In

also a master gardener and a member of

David Russell Stone ’71, November 7,

1991 he began an 18-year career as a staff

Mary Truesdale and Laurens Road garden

Seneca, S.C. He was a partner with Deloitte

chaplain at Memorial Health University Med-

clubs. She taught reading for the Greenville

ical Center in Savannah, and in 1992 he and
his wife were commissioned as chaplains by
the Georgia Baptist Convention.

York, N.Y. A theatrical manager who repre-

38 FURMAN | SUMMER 2012

table, and comfortable chairs.”

Thigpen, a Chicago native, has long pushed the

standing service to the state — the perfect companion

boundaries of people’s sensibilities. He enrolled at

to the Verner Award, the highest honor the state gives

as when swastikas were painted on the theatre’s

Furman in the early ’60s after a stint in the Navy,

in the arts, which Trustus received in 2000.

door and walls during a production of Bent, a play

arriving with three extra years of life experience . . .

about two gay men in a Nazi concentration camp.

and a tattoo.

Occasionally a show has provoked local ire, such

But, as often happens, the resulting controversy
boosted ticket sales.
Trustus has also helped jump-start careers like

“No one had a tattoo,” says Thigpen. “It caused
quite a stir. I was a big-city kid and didn’t really fit in,
but that made the entire experience fascinating.”

In retirement, Thigpen says he and Kay want to
get to know each other again. “We lived and worked
together as a couple for 27 years. It’s amazing we’ve
made it through.”
Before they started Trustus, the Thigpens took a trip
to Key West, Fla. Afterward they talked about visiting

that of David Lindsay-Abaire, whose Tony Award-

He soon joined a fraternity (Centaur), met his first

a supervisor with Old Dominion Freightline.

nominated works include Rabbit Hole, which won

wife (Sally Boyd, with whom he remains friendly), and

the other end of the East Coast. Now, almost three

William Banks Patrick III ’93, October

the Pulitzer Prize in 2007. In 1995, Lindsay-Abaire

started Furman’s wrestling team, which he captained

decades later, they’re taking that road trip to Maine.

4, Phoenix, Ariz. Banks completed law

was struggling to get anything produced when

and coached his sophomore year. And that was not

“We’re gonna eat some lobster,” says Jim.

school at the University of South Carolina.

Thigpen called and said Trustus wanted to present

to be his only Furman first.

Consulting, serving as a computer consul-

He taught English in Japan for two years,

his play A Show of Hands.

Literacy Association and was a realtor.

tant in the Charlotte, N.C., office. After

followed by several years in Vail, Colo.,

memories of the time: “In the spring of 1966 I directed

The author, a 1991 graduate, is resident playwright

Eleanor Dale Davis ’63, April 27, New

moving to Seneca he worked for several

where he worked with adults with

being on the frontline of American drama, discovering

Inherit the Wind, and Jim auditioned. I immediately cast

for Gotham Stage Company in New York City. His latest

years with Westpoint Stevens.

disabilities. At his death he was studying

new talents and producing new plays, but very few

him as Bertram Cates, and he was excellent in the role.

work, In a Town Near Faith, was performed June 11

sented actors, writers and directors for more

at Midwestern University to become

will actually take the risks that Jim and Trustus take.

. . . From then on, Jim was either onstage or backstage

as part of the company’s SPRINGboard New Works

than 40 years, Dale began her career at the

a physician assistant.

Jim is willing to pull a script off a pile of plays and

for every show we did until he graduated.

Reading Series.

Lindsay-Abaire writes, “Many theatres brag about

— RANDALL DAVID COOK

Retired drama professor Phil Hill e-mailed his
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